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Editorial 


Predictable! 
Are We? 


Predictable opportunities lead to unpredictable leaps! 


By Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO, AMAA 


ver since the United States presidential election of November 2016, one word has 
nestled in my mind and keeps hammering me. 

Predictable! 

Are we? 

No, this will not bring back memories from a strange and extraordinary election 
year, truly unlike any | have ever witnessed or experienced over several decades of voting. Most 
Americans were delighted that the presidential election was over. An election that embraced 
amusement, drama, pain, surprise, anger and gravity. 

Nor does it challenge the Divine authority of the Creator whose will is absolute and the 
word meaningless. This thought process is at a plateau far below His. 

Now that the election is over, we must have a healthy outlook. We all want the best for our nation and its people. 
We all aspire to do better, be better and make better. 

What has encumbered my thoughts and carried forward from the election is the correlation between ‘predictable’ 
and ‘unpredictable.’ 

The former has the attributes of reliability as it projects a vision of a tomorrow based on experience and/or knowledge 
of experience. The vision in the case of the latter is blank, unknown, fearsome and surprising. Its attractiveness hinges 
on the hope factor, which is part of the unknown. An expectation worthy of the risk. 

The selection process relies on the degree of (dis)satisfaction, (non)acceptance and appreciation of the ‘predictable’ 
weighed against the degree of the ultimate desire or need for change and the measured level of hope to acquire it. 

As | contemplate on the application of the dilemma covered above and on the realities mapping the mission of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America, | tend to agree that our past experience has led us to be "faithful to our 
legacy." A legacy, founded on the Word of God, the sweat of unsung heroes, the vision of a few gallant men, miracle 
illuminators and an army of graceful, generous yet humble donors. A legacy solidly worthy of qualifying our march 
forward as ‘predictable’ while evolving in time, adapting to circumstances, reinventing vision and mapping the road 
‘embracing a better future.’ 

As we roll through the AMAA’s Centennial celebration and stride toward the goal of our Capital Campaign, we can 
be rest assured that the joy in realizing dreams and aspirations of 
* anorphaned child in Armenia 
* awar stricken student in Syria 
* a boarding teen in Anjar 
* abiology major at Haigazian 
¢ aHigh School graduate at Avedisian 
¢ awidow ofa martyred soldier in Artsakh 
* aseminary student at NEST 
¢ aMerdinian Middle School graduate 
¢ aCamper in Shushi or Camp Arev 

and thousands more of our brothers and sisters, who are touched by the AMAA on a daily basis, is predictable. 
What is unpredictable is the limit of their creativity and the bounds of their success and imagination. 

| invite you to join our Campaign to realize the unpredictable bounds of our predictable success because predictable 
opportunities lead to unpredictable leaps. 

Thank you for your generous support of our Mission! O 
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al y. Be leve e Bible? John 5:31-47 


By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director, Armenian Evangelical World Council 


tis very hard to deal with people who are "holier than thou." Jesus was talking to such a group 
of men who regarded themselves as the champions of biblical faith. They would stand for it, 
fight for it, but not truly believe it. He told them, "/f you believed Moses, you would believe 
me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going 
to believe what | say?" (John 5:46-47) Jesus was telling these men that although they regarded 
themselves as the defenders of biblical truth that they really did not believe the Scriptures at all. He 
accused them of not believing the Bible because their lives contradicted its basic teachings. Their talk 
was better than their walk. The lives they lived bore little resemblance to the truth they professed. 

People are accustomed to praising the virtue of truthfulness, and they condemn lies and 
deception. The sad reality is that they usually define these qualities in relationship to others, but 
rarely deem telling themselves the truth as having a primary importance. The Psalmist tells us that "speaking the truth from the 
heart" (Psalm 15:2) is one of the foundations of a life of moral and spiritual excellence. Being honest with ourselves is one of the 
fundamental requirements of religious faith. 

Self-deception is a trait common to many people. Often what they do not wish to face, they hide in their subconscious where 
it remains suppressed, occasionally manifesting itself in behavior which they do not recognize. Speaking the truth from the heart 
is an indispensable step toward a meaningful healthy spiritual development. 

Jesus expected those defenders of biblical truth to demonstrate their faith. He maintained that if they really believed that 
the Bible was true, they would demonstrate that belief by endeavoring to live their lives in accordance with its basic teachings. 

What Jesus expects of His followers today is that what they say must be backed up by what they are; otherwise, it will have 
an empty and hollow sound. All their preaching and teaching will never reach beyond the four walls of their churches. Edgar 
Guest expressed the sentiments of the whole wide world when he said, "I'd rather see a sermon than to hear one any day." 

People need to learn to internalize and externalize the contents of the Bible. The Bible becomes a meaningful and an 
inspirational book when its insights and teachings become part of their internal equipment as persons. Moreover, these insights 
and teachings should become expressed in their actions, their relations with others. 

One of the cardinal principles of education is "learning by doing." People learn best by doing, not just by reading. If they want 
to learn a chemical formula, they don't only read about it in the chemistry textbooks, they go to the lab and experiment with 
it. Experimentations and applications are important elements in the school of life, which explains Jesus' instruction "Go and do 
likewise." 

The message is self-evident and clear. If we really believe in the value and truth of the Bible, we will act upon it; we will give 
ourselves to it. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, "You can determine what a man believes, not by studying the content of his creed, 
but by observing the assumptions on which he habitually acts." 

Do we really believe the Bible? If we do, it is important to understand what it says and what it means specifically for us. The 
Letter of James compared the Bible to a mirror (James 1:22). A mirror reveals the appearance of a person who uses it. As we 
read the Bible, we see ourselves as we are — we can see our faults and foibles, our shortcomings and sins. Moreover, the Bible 
instructs us as to how we can change our lives by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. But, most importantly, it guides and inspires 
us to apply what we have learned from it. 

Application of the biblical truths is so important in our lives, for it is not enough to read the Bible, to understand and preach 
it but to apply its precepts in our daily life. 

A man who was about to make a trip to the Holy Land told one of his acquaintances, "When | get there | expect to climb to 
the top of Mount Sinai and shout the Ten Commandments." The acquaintance told him, "It would be better for you to stay here 
and live them." 

Yes, when we really believe the Bible we will live according to its precepts and teachings. UO) 
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he Armenian Evangelical Church of Alfortville located 
at 8 Rue Groupe-Manouchian in Alfortville, France, 
was founded in 1930. In the beginning the worship 
services were held in a rented room. Soon the Church 
organized Armenian language classes for children and a Sunday 
School was opened. Gradually the number of students reached 89, 
and the programs presented at the Church created great enthusiasm. 

In 1964, a sanctuary and a parsonage were built on a plot 
of land purchased earlier and the dedication service took place 
in 1965. From 1981-1988, the Church could not hold worship 
services due to the absence of a pastor. In 1987, the buildings 
were renovated with the support of the Armenian Missionary 


Rev. & Mrs. Gilbert and Léa Léonian. 


Association of America and on January 31, 1988 worship services 
resumed. In addition to worship services, the Church conducted a 
Sunday School, held activities for the youth, prayer meetings for 
adults, and Armenian language classes for youth and adults. The 
Church also organized Evangelistic meetings with participation 
from guest pastors. 

| A number of Pastors have served the Church over the years. 
Alfortville Church after arson attack. They include: Der Sahakian (1930-1934), Margos Vekilian (1934- 
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Around The Globe 


1939), Joseph Barsoumian (1939), Papazian (1943), Karekin 
Sislian, Margos Vekilian (1965-1967), Yeramian (1975-1985) Joél 
Mikaélian (1988-1993), and Alain Bedikian (1993-2003). 

From 2003 to 2015, the Church once again remained without 
a Pastor living at the Church. Pastoral duties were carried out by 
Joél Mikaélian from his church in Issy-les-Moulineaux and during 
2014 and 2015 he was assisted by Rev. René Léonian. 

Rev. Gilbert Léonian and his wife Léa were appointed to 
the parish on September 1, 2015 and currently they live on the 
premises. Consolidating the loyal core of members and the regular 
meetings, they have brought a new dynamism to the witness and 
dissemination of the Gospel. 

Under their leadership, the following events were organized: 
a day of solidarity with the church in Kessab, which was attended 
by Rev. Serop Meguerditchian; an informative evening on 
the situation of the Christians of Aleppo with Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian; the Vartanantz Day celebration; a conference on the 
Armenian woman with Lucy Sulayan; an evangelization concert 


Children and youth of Alfortville Church participate in worship 
service. 


with Gilbert Hovsepian; and a missionary meeting with the Bagdad 
Minister, Pastor Norek Hovsepian. 

There is a large, active and well-organized Armenian 
community in Alfortville. Also located here are Radio Ayp FM, the 
Armenian cultural center and the Saint Mesrop-Arabian Bilingual 
School. Fraternal links are also maintained with the Armenian 
Apostolic Church and the Armenian Brethren C. 

On Sunday, April 2, a serious arson attack was perpetrated 
against the Church premises, threatening the lives of the Pastor 
and his wife. But in His great mercy, God saved both of them and 
the building. It was a true miracle. Instead of discouraging them, 
this ordeal stimulated the faith and witness of the Pastor, his wife, 
and all the members of the Church. They send you their heartfelt 
appreciation for your prayers and for all of your expressions of 
brotherly love. 

What a precious gift it is to belong to the great Armenian 
Evangelical family that has been scattered to the four comers of 
the earth. O 


HOW ARE WE 
DOING? 


WHAT DO yOu 
: Sggnvey _, THINK? 

Please take a moment to fill out the enclosed survey about the ty: 
AMAA News which is on the envelope in the middle section of this v 
issue. = ‘ 

We don’t just want to meet your expectations, we aim to surpass 

ee i We'want to know! 

them. To do that we need to know what you think we're doing right, 


and more importantly, if there’s anything we could do better! 
We value your feedback. Your responses will help us maintain the 


quality of our publication. 
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Meet Our Veteran Pastors 


Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Celebrating 100" Birthday 


a town in Greene County New York affectionately 

named “Gem of the Catskills” on June 7, 1917, 
two months after the US entered into World War |. Dr. 
Markarian’s father, The Rev. Hagop Markarian, was born 
in Tarsus, the birthplace of St. Paul. He attended the 
missionary-run St. Paul’s Apostolic Institute and was one 
of eight Armenian men in the inaugural graduating class 
of 1893. In 1898, he left Turkey and entered the United 
States, where he enrolled in Lafayette College and earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy and was awarded 
the Astronomy Prize and Math Prize at the time of his 
graduation in 1901. He went on to Princeton Theological 
Seminary, graduating in 1904 and was ordained into the 
Presbyterian ministry. 

John’s mother, Dora Benedict Euth, traced her 
American ancestry thru the Benedict Family whose first 
arrival in the United States was Thomas Benedict in 1638. 
She was the great-great-great-granddaughter of The Rev. 
James Benedict, founding Pastor in 1776, of the Pittston 
Baptist Church in Luzerne County, PA. The Markarian 
family eventually moved to Scranton, PA where Hagop 
was the French Professor at Scranton Central High School 
and stated supply pastor of two Presbyterian Churches, 
Old Forge and Duryea. 

John graduated from Scranton Central HS in the 
class of 1935. For three years, he was employed as a 
clerk in S.H. Bezdjian Oriental Rugs in Wilkes-Barre, PA. 
During that period of time, he attended the University of 
Pennsylvania Wharton School of Finance evening classes 
earning The Diploma after three years of study. In 1938, 
he was employed as a clerk in the Plant Record and Cost 
Department of the Scranton Electric Company until 1941 
and enrolled in Lafayette College as a pre-theological 
student. He graduated in 1943 with a BA Degree in 
Philosophy. During his enrollment in Lafayette, he worked 
the nightshift in the Payroll Department at Ingersoll Rand 
Corporation where he met Ruth Miller. They married in 
1943, after his graduation, and moved to New Jersey where 
John enrolled in Princeton Theological Seminary and Ruth 
joined the Gallup Corporation in Princeton. In 1945, John 


T he Rev. Dr. John Markarian was born in Windham, 


graduated from Princeton Theological Seminary and was 
awarded a Bachelor of Divinity Degree. Following in his 
father’s footsteps, John became an ordained Presbyterian 
minister in the Lackawanna Presbytery. 

In 1946, Dr. Markarian joined the Religion Department 
at Lafayette College. It was during this time, one of his 
students, Harry Balukjian, introduced him to the Armenian 
Community in Philadelphia. In 1955 he took a two year 
leave of absence from his position at Lafayette to accept 
an invitation from the Armenian Evangelical Church to 
organize a church-related college in Beirut, Lebanon, to be 
named Haigazian. The family of three, his wife Ruth and 
their 5-year old daughter Joanne, set sail from New York 
to Beirut on an Egyptian mail line, the SS Mohammed Ali 
el-Kebir. The completion of Markarian’s dissertation for 
his Ph.D. in Theology, postponed because of the move to 
Beirut, was awarded by Drew University Graduate School 
in Madison, New Jersey in 1963, during a sabbatical for that 
purpose. This challenging job, the founding and forming of 
a University college, lasted 11 years until 1966. The family 
moved to Pella, lowa, where Dr. Markarian became head of 
the Religion Department and Dean of the Chapel at Central 
College, a liberal arts college affiliated with the Reformed 
Church of America. During this three-year period, Ruth 
lost her life in a tragic automobile accident. Dr. Markarian 
eventually returned to Beirut and became Professor of 
Theology and Director of Development of the Near East 
School of Theology until 1971, when he returned to the 
Presidency of Haigazian University College. 

In 1973, Dr. Markarian met Inge Wilke, a member of 
the staff of the German Embassy in Beirut. The two were 
married in December, 1974, at the Old First Church in 
Huntington, New York. They spent the years up to 1982 on 
the door-step of the war in Lebanon. Dr. Markarian retired in 
1982 and the two moved to Los Angeles, living there from 
1982 — 1986, when they moved to West Pittston where 
they presently reside. His daughter Joanne lives in Los 
Angeles, and his grandson, born in 1983 in Los Angeles, 
now resides in Sydney, Australia. 

Dr. Markarian’s memoir, The Thirsty Enemy, was 
published by the AMAA in 2010. UO 


AMAA NEWS, April-May-June 2017 7 


AMAA 100" Anniversary 


ALTNIN 


YEARS OF SERVICE 


100% anil, Mreathss Neate 


on East and West Coasts | 


By Florence Avakian 


he Centennial of any organization is an event of great 

pride and celebration. For the Armenian Missionary 

Association of America (AMAA), it is even more 

reason to continue its successful, century hammered 
programs of education, humanitarian work, youth camps, 
scholarships, and Evangelism. 

On October 21, 2017, the AMAA will celebrate its Centennial 
on the East Coast at its Annual Meeting, followed by a grand 
Banquet at the Glenpointe Marriott in Teaneck, NJ. The West 
Coast celebration of the centenary will follow in California in 
October of 2018. 

In a recent interview with AMAA Executive Director and 
CEO Zaven Khanjian at the AMAA headquarters in Paramus, 
NJ, he explained that the Centennial celebrations are combined 
with a fund-raising campaign with the express goal of raising 
$20 million in the next two years. The campaign, which began 
in October of 2016, has raised as of today four and a half million 
dollars through pledges and donations. 


AUSPICIOUS BEGINNINGS 

It was a century ago, that the AMAA was created at a church 
union membership meeting in Worcester, MA. "When the AMAA 
was founded in 1918, there were more than 100,000 widows and 
orphans throughout the Middle East. We answered the call to 
meet their physical, spiritual and educational needs, and we are 
still answering the call for those in need in 24 countries around 
the world, including Armenia, Artsakh, the CIS, the Middle East, 
Europe, Canada, South America, and Australia," Mr. Khanjian 
revealed. 

The AMAA entered Armenia following the 1988 disastrous 
earthquake through the efforts of Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian, 
the then Executive Director of the Association, with one major 
program centering on orphans and childcare. Registering in 
Armenia in 1991, shortly followed by the registration in Artsakh 
as a humanitarian organization, the AMAA projects grew and 
developed, now with 1,600 children up to 18 years of age under 
sponsorship with thousands more in schools, Day Schools, 
Kindergartens, Sunday Schools and Christmas Joy programs, Mr. 
Khanjian related. 

After 25 years in Armenia and Artsakh, tens of thousands 
of children have received direct monetary gifts, as well as food, 
clothing, medical care, day shelter and education. Over time, the 
AMAA started Day Schools with extracurricular activities and 
warm meals for children of parents suffering from financial and 


other difficulties. These institutions are currently in Shushi, two 
in Yerevan, Gyumri and Vanadzor. 

Simultaneously, the now 170-year-old Armenian Evangelical 
Church, also registered in Armenia. "There is a symbiotic 
relationship between the AMAA and the Church. The AMAA is 
the missionary arm of the Church," he explained. 

There are currently 100 churches around the world, in five 
continents, with 31 in North America. The U.S. has eight on 
the east coast, 17 on the west coast, two in the mid-west, and 
four in Canada. Among the 100 churches functioning in difficult 
areas, there are two in Turkey as well as a school dedicated to the 
memory of martyred journalist Hrant Dink. 

In Turkey, there is also Camp Armen, seized by the Turkish 
government and finally returned in 2015. Moreover, in Lebanon, 
there is the acclaimed Haigazian University, established in 
1955, with a current student body of 700. Among its numerous 
well-known graduates are its current President, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, Historian and Scholar Dr. Yervant Kassouny and 
Genocide Scholar Dr. Khachig Mouradian. 

In addition to these areas, there has been a crucial 
humanitarian focus on the seven-year crisis in war-torn Syria, 
where the AMAA, among a few other organizations, commands 
a leading role of sustenance and support. Mr. Khanjian was 
influential in the creation of SARF, the Syrian Armenian Relief 
Fund operating out of California since 2012, and chaired it for 
two years. 


EDUCATION IS ITS BLOODSTREAM 

"The AMAA is like a physical body with education as its 
bloodstream, the core. Armenian Evangelicals, and thousands 
of Armenian youth, who have been educated in the Middle East 
after the Genocide, attended Armenian Evangelical schools, with 
every school supported by the AMAA. Close to fifty percent 
of Armenian students in the Middle East have passed through 
the gates of Armenian Evangelical Schools sustained by the 
AMAA," Mr. Khanjian revealed. 

Born in Aleppo, Syria, Zaven Khanjian’s raison d’etre in 
life and existence comes down to "FAITH WITHOUT WORK 
IS FUTILE." The church, its Sunday School, and the choir were 
the focus of his youth. "The church and school in Aleppo have 
been my home," he declared with emphasis. "They were the 
first gayaran-station for me and for the survivors, widows, and 
orphans." During the Genocide, he lost both grandfathers from 
Arapkir. 
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A graduate of the American University of Beirut, 
majoring in Business Administration, he came to the U.S. 
in 1979, and worked mainly in real estate and development. 
He and his wife Sona (nee Kelikian), have two sons, one 
daughter and six grandchildren. 

It is now 2 1/2 years that he has been the Executive Director 
of the AMAA. "This is my love," he declared with emphasis. 
"The AMAA is a unique organization. Its foundation is the 
spiritual life of the Armenian people. It is the combination of 


attention to the spiritual and physical lives of the Armenian 
nation that keeps me bonded to the AMAA." 

A member of the Armenian Evangelical Church, he calls the 
church "the focus of our lives following the teachings of Christ. 
Christ, God incarnate, was spirited, engaged, involved all the time 
and with all segments of society. Showing love and compassion, 
kindness and sacrifice, He reached out to all, teaching, educating, 
forgiving, feeding the hungry, quenching the thirsty, healing the 
sick and this should be our way of life as well." O) 
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The 98" Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of America(AMAA) 
will be held on Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. at the AMAA Headquarters 
31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. All members of the AMAA are inviteg 

v 


to attend the Meeting to: 


|. Consider and approve the reports of the Officers, Committees, Chapters ¢ 
Boards of the Association for the fiscal year 2016-2017; 
Review the financial reports for the fiscal year 2016-2017; 
Announce the names of the newly elected Board members; 
Elect members to the Nominating Committee; 


Elect an Auditor; and 


Consider and address any other business that may come before the membe 


PROGRAM OF THE 98" ANNUAL MEETING 
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AMAA 100" Anniversary 


Two Benefactors to be Honored at 
AMAA Centennial Banquet, October 21 


By Florence Avakian 


n October 21, 2017, the Edward Avedisian and Charles 

Bilezikian families will be honored at the 100" Anniver- 

sary of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 

(AMAA) Banquet in New Jersey, for their generous and 

far-reaching philanthropy in Armenia, Artsakh and the United States. 

Both families have contributed to dozens of causes, but one 

of the most important and inspiring projects was the building of a 

100,000-square foot school, Armenia’s first green school—Khoren and 

Shooshanig Avedisian K-12 School and Community Center, located 

in the Malatia-Sepastia region of Yerevan called Bangladesh, chosen 
because it is the most impoverished area of Armenia’s capital city. 


THE AVEDISIAN FAMILY story begins during the Genocide 
when several dozen immediate and extended family members on both 
Edward Avedisian’s mother’s and father’s side from Kharpert were 
killed. His father, Khoren, who had been trained to be a priest, had 
come to New England in 1905 to work and send money back for the 
support of his family. As the Genocide was soon to begin they told 
him not to return, the result of which wiped out most of his family. 

His mother, Shooshanig, who survived the Genocide by being 
in the German Missionary School, received wonderful care and an 
education. She eventually went to Aleppo with her mother. Khoren 
Avedisian, who had heard of her through a friend, had sent her his 
photo and after an exchange of letters went to Cuba, where he met 
and married her in 1926, before coming to the United States. Yes, 
Shooshanig was a picture bride. Their union produced four children, 
Paramaz, Zvart, Edward and Paul. Though the family had little money 
during the Depression era, Khoren brought the three surviving family 
members to America. 


A VALUABLE LESSON NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN 

Mr. Avedisian refers to an experience in his childhood when 
his mother, who had survived the Armenian Genocide, was raising 
a family of four children together with her husband Khoren. At the 
end of World War II, when all the textile mills in New England were 
closing, his mother who had been working in a mill was laid off her 
job and was collecting unemployment checks while looking for new 
employment. “She asked me to accompany her on one trip to the 
unemployment office as I needed new shoes before school started in 
September and to also buy the necessary groceries for the following 
week.” 

“We arrived at the office well before the 9am deadline and were 
still standing in line when the office manager arrived and ordered 
everyone to leave and closed the office. We left the building forlorn 
and heartbroken. I'll never forget, it was a beautiful sunny summer 
day and for what seemed like forever when mother suddenly said let’s 
go. I asked where and she said to the Mayor’s Office because the 
Mayor had attended an Armenian function the year before (election 
time) and had told everybody that if you have any problems come and 
see me, my door is always open. At 9 years old, I already knew that 


Pamela and Edward Avedisian celebrating the grand opening of the 
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School and Community Center. 


was not to be believed. So off we went to Mayor McCoy’s Office. 
She lodged her complaint to the Mayor who promptly put in a call 
to the unemployment office and instructed the manager to have my 
mother’s check ready, as she would soon be there again. Sure enough, 
we went back, got the check, bought new shoes for me, purchased 
food for the following week and went home. It was just another day 
of challenge in the life of an immigrant but for sure an undocumented 
Profile in Courage.” 

“How could I let those kids down in Armenia after I had 
learned a very important lesson from my mother when I was very 
young,” says Mr. Avedisian, in a telephone interview with this writer. 
Edward Avedisian, a gifted professional musician, successful investor, 
generous philanthropist, and Ellis Island Award winner added, “Those 
lessons didn’t come easily. That experience taught me a lot,” he says 
proudly. 


FIRST GREEN SCHOOL IN ARMENIA 

“Tf the Germans did so much for children like my mother during 
the Genocide, why can’t Armenians do the same for Armenians,” 
declares Mr. Avedisian who founded this school and is its main 
benefactor. 

Edward Avedisian and his wife Pamela, who have gone to 
Armenia 30 times beginning in 1982, say “there is no school like the 
Avedisian School in Armenia or the entire South Caucuses. This first 
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solar-heated designed school building, spearheaded by Senior Advisor, 
Architect Ronald Altoon with solar design by Armen Gharibyan, was 
opened in 2014 with great fanfare, with attendees including Armenian 
President Serge Sargsyan, and wide coverage on Armenian television 
and radio. 

Besides its solar-powered uniqueness, the school has the highest 
academic standards, is non-sectarian and is specifically for the children 
of families who are experiencing socio-economic difficulties in this 
poorest area of Yerevan. “We want to give these children a chance 
to excel, and they have been responding by winning country-wide 
competitions,” Mr. Avedisian declares with obvious pride. 

The government is now pushing for many government buildings 
to be solar-powered. It is the best thing for Armenia because the 
country is so polluted and as a result has a very high cancer rate, 
explains Mr. Avedisian. “By using solar, you get free power, no 
pollution and a reduction in the cancer rate, just by harnessing the sun.” 

Jeanmarie Papelian, a former AMAA Board of Directors member, 
also on the Avedisian School Building Committee, and a good friend 
of both the Avedisian and Bilezikian families, related that this new 
school replaced the former decrepit building. She revealed that 
when Edward Avedisian’s mother Shooshanig turned 90 in 1994 her 
birthday present was to replicate, in Armenia, the Orphanage she 
attended which was operated by German Missionaries in Kharpert. 
This 90" Birthday Celebration was in fact the birth of the Khoren 
and Shooshanig Avedisian K-12 School and Community Center 
that was to be operated by the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America. Ms. Papelian revealed that Edward and Pamela Avedisian 
are also principal benefactors for the Paramaz Avedisian Building 
at the American University of Armenia (AUA), in memory of his 
brother Paramaz, where students who cannot afford the tuition, can 
attend without charge. 

In June of 2017 the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian K-12 
School will celebrate its first 12" grade graduation since its inception 
18 years ago in 1999. The school is especially pleased that the 
Commencement Speaker will be from the UNDP (United Nations 
Development Program) in New York. 

For his many contributions to Armenia, which have included 
philanthropy to the American University of Armenia and the 
Dzidzernagapert Genocide Memorial as well as the complete 
renovation of a school in the Haghtanag Village and the Nork 
Children’s Cardiac Hospital, Edward Avedisian was twice awarded 
the Movses Khorenatsi Medal by President Serge Sargsyan. 

This medal, which is Armenia’s highest honor, is for contributions 
to education, culture, literature and the arts. Mr. Avedisian’s 
professional history includes being a world class clarinetist for three 
decades with the Boston Pops, four decades with the Boston Ballet 
Orchestra, soloist with Armenia Philharmonic, Adjunct Professor of 
Music at Boston University, and Artistic Administrator of the Harvard 
Chamber Orchestra, among many others. 


BILEZIKIAN PHILANTHROPY 

The Charles and Doreen Bilezikian family has contributed 
greatly to the Avedisian School by building its elementary wing in 
memory of his parents Krikor and Beatrice Bilezikian, as well as the 
Bilezikian Family Library. They have also funded a kindergarten 
in Shushi, Artsakh, which is operated by the AMAA. 

Doreen (nee Portnoy) who was married to Charles Bilezikian for 
52 years, and who is of Jewish background, speaks enthusiastically 
of the closeness of the two ethnic groups, and their history of 


Doreen and the late Charles Bilezikian cut the ribbon at the 
grand opening ceremony of the Krikor and Beatrice Bilezikian 
Building of Avedisian School. 


genocide. “Armenians and Jews believe in a close family, education, 
and share cultural values,” she says. “We have always believed 
that through education a child can become a better citizen and can 
give to society more than it receives,” she related in a telephone 
conversation. 

“My husband’s father hailed from Marash, and mother from 
Harpoot. Marash was protected by the French who then pulled out 
for political reasons. “The French escaped silently by covering the 
hooves of their horses. My father-in-law Krikor Bilezikian knew 
that if he stayed in Marash, he would be killed by the Turks, so he 
followed the French out, and walked all the way to Aleppo on foot.” 

The AMAA, she says in tribute, has always looked out for 
emigres. “They found my husband’s two uncles and the rest of the 
surviving Kasparians, and reunited them with the rest of the family 
in Boston.” 

In America, the Bilezikians are a rags to riches saga, starting 
one Christmas Tree Shop, which mushroomed into a very successful 
chain of stores throughout several states. 

Doreen and her late husband, who have two sons, Gregory and 
Jeffrey, and six grandchildren, visited Armenia four times, donating 
to various causes. Before his passing last year, the two sons went 
to Armenia with Charles’ expressed desire that they continue his 
contributions in Armenia. 

“The country has changed dramatically in 20 years. It is trying 
very hard to develop a stable economy,” she observes. 

Doreen, who is having a difficult time getting over the loss of 
her husband, calls the Bilezikians “part of my family. They are 
warm, loving, and I am very blessed and fortunate to have them.” 

She reminisces emotionally that every year for 80 years, the 
Bilezikian and Kasparian families have gotten together at the 
Armenian Memorial Church hall in Watertown, MA to celebrate 
Thanksgiving together, thus “uniting four generations.” 

In tribute to the two honorees, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 
Zaven Khanjian stated that the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, which funds and operates the tuition-free Avedisian 
School in Yerevan and the Bilezikian Kindergarten in Shushi, 
“salutes the grace and humanity of the generous benefactors, and 
is looking forward to honoring them at the East Coast Centennial 
Banquet on October 21, 2017. We call on the community to 
save the date and join the AMAA in honoring the Avedisian and 
Bilezikian families.” O 
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Empires fall. Love survives. 


The Promise, Musa Dagh, 


Rev. Dikran Antreasian 


By Vahram Shemmassian, Ph.D. 


any people, Armenians and non-Armenians 
alike, have watched, and continue to watch, the 
feature film, “The Promise.” It is a love story that 
segues into the Armenian Genocide. Numerous 
commentaries, critiques, and interviews have 


news 


items, 
been published, circulated on-line, and aired on television. The 
opinions vary. Whatever one’s impression of the film, it is an 
important cinematic depiction of the horrors that the Armenian 
nation suffered during World War I. 

The last segment of the movie deals with the Musa Dagh 


resistance and its triumphant outcome. In this saga, Armenian 
Evangelical Pastor Rev. Dikran Antreasian played a leading role in 
1915. Nearly forgotten as such for decades, he has been elevated 
to prominence in recent historiography, and rightly so. Besides, to 
be with his people, his remains have been transplanted onto the Ar- 
menian Evangelical church-school premises and his bust has been 
mounted on a pedestal at the Musa Dagh resistance monument 
complex, both in Anjar, Lebanon. These revered sites are living tes- 
timonials to his contribution to the survival of thousands of fellow 
Armenians from certain annihilation. But it is also incumbent upon 
us to demonstrate the relevance of Rev. Antreasian and other brave 
men and women in modern times, and for the future. 

How can this be achieved? | would propose the following 
projects. 

First, within the larger context of the Genocide, adocumentary 
must be prepared to highlight the truly heroic exploits of Armenian 
Evangelical pastors such as Rev. Antreasian, Rev. Aharon Shirajian 
and Rev. Hovhannes Eskijian, to name just three, during and or after 
the World War | ordeal. These men practiced what they preached, 
put their lives on the line, and through unwavering faith in God 
defied tyranny and won. The documentary can be screened in 
day schools, Sunday Schools, youth camps, church functions, and 


of 


and the Relevance 


commemorative-celebratory 
events. 

Second, an_ illustrated 
children’s book, or a series 
of books, must be published 
about these and other ser- 
vants of God as role models 
and sources of inspiration 
for youngsters. Sometimes 
parents argue that children 
should not be exposed to the 
Genocide at a young age. In 
my view, any subject mat- 
ter can be taught to any age 
group provided it is done in 
an age-appropriate manner. 
This book project—disseminated in print and electronically— can 
certainly be considered apropos. 

Third, posters depicting these legendary Armenians as 
symbols of righteousness must be prepared and posted in every 
Armenian household, institution of learning, youth club, and 
pertinent venue. We should thus make every effort to convey 
the message of these larger-than-life figures to our youth. Many 
other projects can be conceived and realized. 

Armenian Evangelicals worldwide—indeed all Armenians— 
have the necessary talent, creativity, expertise and financial 
means to achieve these and similar projects. People continue to 
ask, “What after the Centennial?” We should not seek answers 
elsewhere, for they lie within us. The movie “The Promise,” the 
Musa Dagh episode, and Rev. Dikran Antreasian certainly trigger, 
if nothing else, critical thinking in search of practical solutions to 
our myriad needs. O) 


Rev. Dikran Antreasian. 
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LARK Musical Society in Partnership with AMAA 
Performs Benjamin Britten's War Requiem 
At Landmark Pasadena Church 


By Phyllis Hamo 


he sanctuary of the First United Methodist Church of 
Pasadena, built in 1924, provided an ideal setting in size 
and acoustics for the Lark Musical Society production 
of Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem. The magnificent 
concert performed on March 4, during the first week of Lent, was 
directed by legendary Lark conductor Vatsche Barsoumian and 
dedicated, in partnership with the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA), to the victims of the wars in Syria and Artsakh. 

For an hour-and-a-half, with no intermission, Maestro 
Barsoumian, whose directing arms could be compared with the 
outstretched wings of an eagle, skillfully conducted the Lark Chorus 
(nearly 100 strong), the Tziatzan Treble Choir, the Lark Grand 
and Chamber Orchestras, the resonating pipe organ, the voices of 
three accomplished soloists, and a children’s choir stationed in the 
church’s wrap-around balcony. Soprano Shoushik Barsoumian sang 
the Latin sections of the Requiem, Tenor Yeghishe Manucharyan 
and Baritone Edward Levy performed Wilfred Owen’s poems. 
Local music lovers, and AMAA members who had traveled across 
the country were in awe. 

The audience was welcomed by AMAA Board member 
Ken Kevorkian, Chairman of the event, and by Andranik Andy 
Torosyan, Chairman of the Lark Board of Directors who praised the 
Lark choirs and musicians and encouraged everyone to “pray for 
everlasting peace.” Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Executive Director 
of the Armenian Evangelical World Council, offered the invocation, 
petitioning prayers for “victims of war in Artsakh, Syria, Armenia, 
and throughout the Diaspora.” The breathtaking Requiem offered 
an emotional prayer for peace, just as meaningful today as it was 
when it was first performed more than a half century ago. 

The Requiem was written by Britten for the 1962 consecration 
of the rebuilt Coventry Cathedral, a building destroyed by bombs 
during the Battle of Britain in 1940. According to AMAA President 
Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, “Britten’s War Requiem is one of the biggest 
masterpieces that the 20th century has produced, inspired by one of 
the most tragic pages of human history.” 

This creation of Britten, a lifelong pacifist, combined the Latin 
Requiem Mass with nine wartime poems written by British poet, 
Wilfred Owen, who became a pacifist while serving in WW I. 
Through his poetry, Mr. Owen denounced the wickedness of war. 
Sadly, he was killed in action during WW | in France at the young 
age of 25. He is quoted as saying, “All a poet can do is warn.” 


Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian. 


During her pre-concert lecture, Doris Melkonian, who holds a 
Master of Arts degree in Musicology from UCLA, explained how 
difficult it was to compose a musical work that demonstrated the 
concept of death. She also denoted the layers of themes within the 
production. 

The Lark Musical Society has served the Greater Los 
Angeles Community for more than 20 years with an annual 
student enrollment of 200, ages 5 to 20, and continuous goals in 
musical performance, education and publication. More than 1,000 
performances have featured the works of Komitas, Sayat Nova, 
Chukajian, Khachaturian, Mansurian, and other Armenian and 
Western Classical composers. The Lark Musical Society and AMAA 
have been collaborating with Annual Concerts since 1996. O) 
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By Joyce Abdulian 
he scene at the Wilshire Country Club on May 7 was 
joyous as friends of the C. & E. Merdinian Armenian 
Evangelical School gathered together to celebrate the 
35th Anniversary of the School’s founding. 

The evening opened with an Invocation by Rev. Dr. Vartkes 
Kassouni, former Minister of the United Armenian Congregational 
Church in Los Angeles, and one of the pioneers of Merdinian School. 
Principal Lina Arslanian expressed her appreciation to members 
of the Banquet Committee and shared her thoughts about how the 
School prepares students for life— giving examples of their academic 
achievements, such as participation in the Johns Hopkins talent 
search, and awards won at the Science Fair. 

Dee Chorlian and Diana Mangioglu Nazarian served as 
Banquet Committee Co-Chairs. Diana Mangioglu Nazarian, 
along with MC Tamar Yeghishian, described their impressions as 
school parents. Both Mrs. Nazarian and Mrs. Yeghishian inspired 
the crowd with their heartfelt acknowledgement of the outstanding 
Armenian, Christian-based education provided by Merdinian 
School. They praised Principal Arslanian and teachers for their 
unique professionalism and devotion. 

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA), delivered greetings from the 
AMAA. Merdinian School is under the auspices of the AMAA. 
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After a delicious dinner, Juliette Abdulian, Vice Chair of the 
Merdinian School Board of Directors, introduced the honorees— 
Harold and Frances DeMirjian. Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Chairman, 
presented Harold and Frances with the “Lifetime Achievement 
Award” for decades of devoted service to the School. The Honorable 
Adrin Nazarian presented the honorees with a resolution from the 
California State Assembly. The DeMirjians poignantly expressed 
their gratitude for being honored—claiming it a privilege. Sharing 
their honor were daughter Debbie DeMirjian, son Steve DeMirjian 
and his wife Carol Rainey DeMirjian. 

Merdinian School Women’s Auxiliary Co-Chairs, Ani 
Hanessian and Louisa Janbazian, presented the School with a 
check for $25,000 in support of the School’s scholarship program. 
Dr. Nalbandian announced that Marie-Louise Meneshian and her 
brother, Robert Meneshian, had donated $15,000 to establish a 
scholarship fund in their name and pledged to make annual additions 
to the fund. The Meneshians also offered to match any donations 
to the School for its scholarship programs. 

Keynote speaker, the Honorable Adrin Nazarian, shared how he 
and his wife, Diana, are grateful to have their two sons studying at 
Merdinian—immersed in the legacy of our Armenian heritage, along 
with an acclaimed education. He believes Merdinian empowers 
the students to achieve personal and academic growth in a warm, 
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Education 


family environment. Mr. Nazarian presented Merdinian School 
with a resolution from the California State Assembly. 

The musical program was comprised of two segments: Mary 
Balian Saghbazarian, accompanied by her young daughter Lena, 
sang several songs. Later, Nektarine Chilyan sang and played the 


L to R: Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Juliette Abdulian, Frances and 
Harold DeMirjian and Hon. Adrin Nazarian. 


Kanoun, an ancient Middle Eastern musical instrument. Pastor Harut 
Khachatryan, Youth Pastor of United Armenian Congregational 
Harold DeMirjian addresses guests at the Banquet. Church, concluded the evening with a Benediction. 


Merdinian Students at Home at the 
AMAA Headquarters 


n Friday, May 5, a group of students from the C. & E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School in California, 
accompanied by some teachers and parents, visited the AMAA Headquarters in Paramus, NJ to become 
acquainted with the Association that founded the School 35 years ago. The students were on a trip to the east 
coast and also visited Washington D.C., Philadelphia and New York City. 
At the AMAA they were greeted by Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO, and the AMAA staff. They toured 
the building and met with Mr. Khanjian in the Board room. Mr. Khanjian welcomed them into their home, as the 
mother organization who founded Merdinian School 35 years ago, and briefly talked about the world wide mission 
of the Association. Mr. Khanjian also spoke to them about the importance of Armenian Christian education, wished 
them success in pursuit of their higher education, and in the future, as they choose their careers, to bring their own 
contribution to the American-Armenian Community. 
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n March 11, the Beverly Hills Hotel was the beautiful 
setting for the annual AMAA Child and Orphan Care 
Luncheon. The Luncheon Co-Chairs, Sandy Bedrosian, 
Caroline Tufenkian and Ani Zakari, worked tirelessly 
to make every aspect of the Luncheon enjoyable for more than 500 
guests and supporters who attended. Erika MacArthur delivered a 
moving devotional and prayer and Joyce Stein thanked everyone 
for their commitment and support of the needy children in Armenia 
and Karabagh. 

The flowers, generously donated by Zareh David Ghoukasian of 
David Z Design, were breathtaking! And this year’s Silent Auction 
was fantastic—with many items to select from. Guests enjoyed 
bidding on designer bags, beautiful jewelry, and much, much more, 
including two beautiful diamond pieces donated by Kazanjian 
Jewelers in Beverly Hills. There were many opportunities to help 
the needy children by sponsoring a child, or by purchasing a Bible 
for them to read. This effort was coordinated by Maro Yacoubian 
and Tina Segel who organized the Child Sponsorship Program table. 
Many children were sponsored at the Luncheon. 

Tina Segel produced the video showing the Tovmassian 
children, who are Syrian refugees sponsored by the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA). Zaven Khanjian, 


AMAA's LA Area Child and Orphan Care Committee. 
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Children models on the runway at the Fashion Show. 


Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA, also discussed the video 
and explained the immediate need to help Syrian refugees who are 
struggling. Through the AMAA, many children and their families 
have received the help they need to survive in a time of crisis. 

Before the Fashion Show, there was a special gymnastics 
performance by Anahit Cholakyan. The Children’s Fashion Show 
and dance performance was coordinated and introduced by Betty 
Balian. This year, once again, the Fashion Show was sponsored and 
produced by Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks. Aleen Oruncakciel, 
who coordinated all the models and fittings for the Fashion Show, 
thanked Bloomingdale’s and the models for their participation. 

The finance and reservations Chair, Sandra Kalemkiarian, 
works tirelessly every year to efficiently close out the Auction. “We 
are grateful for the generous donations we received this year,” said 
Sandra. 

The guests left the event with a bag full of goodies, including, 
among other things, amazing lotions and nail care products donated 
by Jessica Vartoughian of Jessica Cosmetics. On their way out, 
the guests had a wonderful candy table to choose delicious candies 
from—all donated by Caroline Tufenkian and Ani Zakari. 

In closing, Lori Muncherian and Arsine Phillips, the West 
Coast Co-Chairs of the AMAA’s Child and Orphan Care Committee, 
thanked the chairs, the entire committee and all the donors for their 
continued support of this event for the children in Armenia. “We are 
trying to help change a child’s life and give hope for a better future 
one child at a time,” said Lori and Arsine. UL) 
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AMAA Executive Director/CEO Visits 
Armenian Organization and Church in Minnesota 


invited to deliver the Keynote address at a special Armenian 

Genocide Commemoration event at St. Sahag Armenian 
Apostolic Church of St. Paul, Minnesota on April 24. The event 
was sponsored by the Armenian Cultural Organization of Minnesota 
(ACOM) and the Parish Council of St. Sahag Armenian Apostolic 
Church. 

Founded in 1980 and headquartered in St. Paul, the ACOM is 
the oldest and largest Armenian organization in the state. 

Mr. Khanjian was introduced by his longtime friend, Azad 
Mesrobian, who is involved in ACOM and is a member of the 
Church. Both Mr. Khanjian and Mr. Mesrobian were from Aleppo, 
attended Sunday School together and graduated from Aleppo 
College. 

Mr. Khanjian was honored to speak about the means and values 
of recognizing the Armenian Genocide, his personal struggles and 
the Armenian quest for justice. 

«Minnesota has a small but active, vibrant and engaged 
Armenian cultural and spiritual leadership,» said Mr. Khanjian. 
“The ACOM Board, composed of many dedicated professionals, is 
keen to uphold national values, commemorate significant occasions, 
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Azad Mesrobian, Fr. Tadeos Barseghyan and Zaven Khanjian. 


revive cultural life and retain and perpetuate identity. I hope that 
my visit and Genocide commemoration message contributed to that 
noble effort in the State of Minnesota.” O 


Pursuit of the Iron Ladle 
Message of Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


in Minnesota, April 24, 2017 


T wo years ago on April 24, 2015, the world, well, the world 
that orbits around us, commemorated the Centennial of 
the Armenian Genocide. 

Today is April 24, 2017. 

Collectively, humanity has surrendered two more years to the 
whirlpool of history. 

It was a solemn occasion, a distinct anniversary. An occasion 
to relive the anguish and yet rejoice the miracle of survival. An an- 
niversary that stirred both sorrow and pride in our collective soul. 

Justifiably, and following the poet’s example, we can and ought 
to ask ourselves. 

8wontkywpnwp, hts vig, yowtpkt push ht’s vtiug: 

‘To sum it up, what remains? From the Centennial, what 
remains?” 

| want to start sharing a personal story, which will be a prelude 
to our expectations, aspirations and dreams emanating from our 
struggle for recognition of the Armenian Genocide and quest for 
justice. 

You have probably heard of Armen Aroyan, a prominent 
member of the Southern California Armenian community. Armen 


Aroyan earned his fame during the past three decades since he 
pioneered to lead hundreds of Armenians from all over the world 
and in particular, the United States, to visit their ancestral homeland 
in occupied historic Armenia. 

Two of my sisters and my brother took this pilgrimage back to 
their roots in the early 90s. 

At the time, | was not yet ready. For a long time | did not 
have the predisposition and psychological maturity to confront 
the people and the country which stopped the clock on the lives 
of my two grandfathers, half my nation and most of my historical 
fatherland in their attempted Genocide of 1915. 

My sister Laura took her trip to her ancestral home in Septem- 
ber 1994. On a hillside in Agin, a village in the outskirts of Arapkir, sit 
two homes one across from the other. They belong to my paternal 
and maternal grandfathers. My father was born in one of these 
homes a few years before the ‘Yeghern’ started. Aroyan has taken 
many of his guests who visit the area to drive by the street and 
has talked to them about the Khanjian heritage. Not everyone is 
privileged to enter the house. My sister however, not only had the 
opportunity but the right to be there and she was not deprived. 
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During the tour, the matriarch of the family, a woman of my father’s 
age and generation, who personally knew my father and had hosted 
him in the house on two occasions in the 50s and 60s, points to a 
room in the house and invites my sister in. 

My father was born in that room. 

Entering the room, praying, sobbing, touching and talking 
to the walls, my sister would have thought her pilgrimage had 
culminated. 

However, there was more in store for her. 

As she gets ready to leave, the matriarch gathers her family 
around her and instructs. 

‘Anytime this lady or one of her siblings visit the house, you 
welcome them with dignity and respect and treat them like the 
owners of the house.” 


In 2006, it was my turn. 

My wife and | took our pilgrimage to our roots. 

Before taking the trip, Sona and | wondered as to how we 
could make the pilgrimage to the land, to the parental home, sig- 
nificant and memorable. How can we honor and memorialize my 
two grandfathers, brutally killed on this soil; my father, resting in 
a foreign soil with the longing and love of Agin and all those who 
were martyred for the sin of having been born Armenian. We con- 
templated, concluded and planned to plant a tree, a walnut tree, in 
the backyard of my paternal grandfather’s home where my father 
was born. A walnut tree will live long, develop, grow and flourish. 
It will provide shade and shelter to those living under it. It will be 
strong, firm and long-lived providing fruit for years unknown. All 
that to immortalize the sacred sacrament of the renowned poet 
Levon Zaven Surmelian who penned 

«Utntyukpniu bpptr juwy Gu wyu dwnp ntiytigh» 

“As a cross for my departed, | planted this tree” 

Walking up a hill, Aroyan leads us to the house. In my haste, | 
find myself leading the group with the walnut sapling in my hand. 
| notice an adult man on the balcony who is the son of the matri- 
arch my sister had met earlier. | salute him in my broken Turkish 
and without waiting for his welcoming words enter the house and 
walk up the stairs to the upper floor. Restless and uncomfortable, 
| introduce myself to the ‘owner’ and immediately realize that he 
knows me well, he knows my father and the whole Khanjian clan. 
He describes in detail my father’s second visit to Agin in 1969 when 
he was a boy of thirteen. He talks about the Khanjians, Armenian 
Turkish relationship, the ‘exodus’ of the Armenians. He talks about 
his profession, his father and recites how his father had acquired 
the house. He talks about his mother who my sister had met in 
1994 and says she died in 1998. Evidently, faithful to her mother’s 
commandment, Hussain, that was his name, affirms that we could 
be his guests in the house anytime and for as long as we desire. 
All the while, he is following me in my emotional walk through 
the house. Suddenly, he approaches me, and throwing an arm on 
my shoulder, | wonder out of guilt or anxiety, asks me in an easily 
understood Turkish. 

“Now tell me, IS THIS YOUR HOUSE OR MINE?” 

| feel a blow on my head. A cold sweat covers my face. | did 
not answer. Instead, with a forced smile and pointing to the walnut 
sapling placed on the table, | said: 

| have a gift for you, where shall we plant it? 

Hussain and | plant the tree; the late Serpazan Arch. Datev 


Gharibian of Brazil blesses it following Surmelian’s prayer. 

“Lord, bless this tender tree. Here | plant it 

In the crumbly and black soil where my ancestors are lain” 

We leave with Hussain’s question lingering in my head. “Is This 
Your House or Mine?” 

| wrote a book about our pilgrimage and you guessed it, the 
title was. 

‘Is This House Yours or Mine?” 

Dr. Taner Akcam, the Turkish Historian who currently holds 
the Kaloosdian — Mugar Chair of Armenian Genocide Studies at 
Clark University, is one of the foremost proponents of dialogue 
between Armenians and Turks. At a lecture in Toronto on May 
25, 2001, where the Zoryan Institute launched Akcam’s publica- 
tion titled, “Dialogue Across International Divide: Essays Toward a 
Turkish-Armenian Dialogue” (He has since published several books 
covering the Armenian Genocide) he explains: 

“Someone looking at me sees only one person, but | represent 
the tip of the iceberg of those involved in the process, who are 
seeking an open society in Turkey. | am a product of this process 
in Turkey and | am not alone. Civil society in Turkey knows that 
without coming to terms with history, we cannot build a democ- 
racy in Turkey. Not only we should remember history, but actu- 
ally to institutionalize remembering is essential for the process of 
democratization.” 

Two years after the Centennial, we are gathered here tonight 
to commemorate the anniversary of the Genocide. 

What do we want today? 

Two years ago, we poured in our hearts and commemorated 
the Centennial. 

So going back to Vahan Tekeyan, we ask ourselves: 

‘To sum it up, what remains? From the Centennial, what 
remains?” 

It should be jubilantly acknowledged that we worked hard and 
can confidently claim a degree of reward and victory. The Centen- 
nial raised our national struggle to an unprecedented plateau of 
universal awareness, respect and recognition that was worthy of 
the cause and powerful in its impact. Intangible victories may be, 
but nevertheless a firm foundation upon which we can (and should) 
continuously build. 

The inevitable and hard question to ask is— what comes next? 

The path is still long and thorny, the obstacles and hindrances 
many. However, the collective will and determination is in place 
and our resolute faith in our just struggle is unshakable. God is 
the foundation of our quest for justice and the recognition of the 
truth. We need not sit idle in acquiescence. The struggle continues. 

Despite the many achievements and victories, we have not 
gained much on the road of reparations, restitutions and recogni- 
tion from the heirs of the perpetrators. All recognition, sympathy 
and acknowledgment in the civilized world have come with impu- 
nity without legal muscle. The heirs of the perpetrators still lie in 
a deep coma of self-denial. Adding insult to injury, the ‘civilized’ 
world, with total acquiescence, turned a blind eye to the continuing 
crime committed by the same perpetrator in Syria. The institution- 
alization of remembrance and the move toward democratization in 
Turkey that Taner Akcam was talking about in 2001 remains hostage 
in 2017 to the infamous Article 301 of the Turkish penal code which 
criminalizes any and all remembrance of the Genocide. And despite 
the goodwill of a mountain of Turkish or Kurdish intellectuals in- 
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volved in the process and seeking an open society in Turkey, Hrant 
Dink was murdered by the Deep State in Turkey and ten years after 
his martyrdom his trial has still not exposed the masters behind 
the hired assassin, 17 year old Ogun Samast. Erdogan remains on 
a fast pace of amending the constitution pulling Turkey behind and 
creating an autocratic regime with most powers centralized in the 
hands of ‘sultan’ Erdogan. 

In the face of all these challenges from the East and the he- 
gemony, hypocrisy and double standards of the West we can only 
depend on ourselves. The realization of our quest for justice remains 
solely on our selfless and sacrificial devotion and commitment to 
the application of Khrimian Hayrig’s ‘Iron Ladle’. Gahwpk Ckpbih 

Over the span of time and under the effect of various condi- 
tions and circumstances, which influence our national path, our 
priorities, focus and agendas, should justifiably remain flexible 
and malleable. Our collective psyche cannot and should not re- 
main hostage to the fetters of the Genocide. Therefore, until that 
promised dawn when our collective national soul is able to bring 
the ‘Iron Ladle’ home without any impediment or procrastination 
we have to focus on the following essential priorities. 


A. Homeland 

In 2016, Armenia celebrated the 25" anniversary of indepen- 
dence. Despite the fact that we had no input in the realization of 
our collective dream; despite the fact that we were even confused 
for a while; we were jubilant. We had our place in the league of 
nations. We raised our heads in dignity and pride and saluted the 
tricolor. We built a nation and created a country from the ashes of 
the Soviet system. We bore the shock therapy of moving from a very 
centralized socialist economy to a radical capitalist system, from an 
atheist system that persecuted believers, to a society, which created 
an unprecedented opportunity to resurrect the faith of our fathers 
in the land of a nation, which embraced Christianity in 301 AD. We 
fought a liberation war in Artsakh, and at the cost of thousands of 
martyred lives, enormous economic sacrifices and a faithful and 
supportive diaspora we were able to win the war. 

Twenty-five years after independence, we are not where we 
wanted to be. The road has not been rosy as our Homeland con- 
tinues to face the challenges of tumultuous times. Having won a 
liberation war, we failed to win the peace and continue to face an 
aggressive enemy whose consistent breaches of a shaky ceasefire 
have reaped the lives of hundreds of young conscripts defending 
our borders, and countless civilians peacefully living on their land. 
An enemy, whose behavior continues to obstruct scores of develop- 
ment projects so vital for the economy of the area. Our Homeland 
continues to experience skyrocketing unemployment, extreme 
poverty, economic paralysis, mass migration, the rise of oligarchs 
and widespread corruption. 

We have not and should not lose faith. Our vision of the new 
citizen in the Homeland is one of indelible integrity, who upholds 
the highest values and earns an unblemished reputation. One 
who advocates social justice, freedom of conscience, expression 
or speech; a citizen who exercises voluntarism, sustains society, 
respects human rights and sacrifices for the Homeland; a citizen 
who respects the law and equal rights of others under the law; a 
citizen who loves the Lord and reflects His love. These are fun- 
damental prerequisites of the concrete foundation of a strong, 
self-sustained, proud developing democracy, ripe for a growing 


economy that will create a new, creative and happy society and a 
strong army capable to defend its borders. There lies the hope of 
the promised ‘Iron Ladle’ in the Homeland. 


B. Diaspora 

Centuries of persecution, invasion, aggression, discrimination, 
usurpation and successive massacres have created waves of exodus 
from our historic Homeland resulting in the Armenian Diaspora. The 
1915 Genocide was the culmination of all, dispersing the remnants 
of the survivors all over the world. Independence brought the 
hope of a shrinking Diaspora but the reality on the ground came 
to expand the Armenian Diaspora because of the exodus from the 
Homeland. The story of the Diaspora is not the subject of the day. 
However, it is essential to recognize the realities of an expanding 
Diaspora in terms of its struggle to perpetuate (qnjwintinil 
Yuu wqquujwhiywtniu) and enormous potential to assist the 
Homeland. 

In order to achieve that desired role we have to attain a healthy 
and prosperous Diaspora. The reality on the ground here too seems 
to be short of the aspired. 

For many decades after the Genocide, the throbbing heart of 
the Armenian Diaspora remained to be the communities of the 
Middle East. Active, thriving, energetic, industrious and spirited 
communities remained the beehive of Armenian culture and educa- 
tion, exporting able leadership in all realms of Armenian community 
life all over the globe. No more. The Achilles’ Heel of the Armenia 
Diaspora remains the tragic situation in Syria. Five years of death 
and destruction has devastated the Mother Diaspora Community 
of Syria, dispersing its masses across the region and beyond and 
diminishing its role and power potential. It is hard to shape an ‘Iron 
Ladle’ in the region. 

Despite all the difficulties described above | see a new dawn 
rising on the horizon of the new Armenian Diaspora. What we 
came to witness at the Genocide Centennial and since then, has 
anchored an unwavering confidence in our youth, making us proud 
of their alertness, accomplishments, creativity, sense of belonging 
and sense of responsibility. A mental survey of our youth around 
the globe reveals that never before in the history of our nation have 
we had such an army of students in higher education who consti- 
tute contingents of potential professionals, scientists, educators, 
and prominent stars in the fields of science, art and public service 
ready to take charge of our communities. Are we molding an ‘Iron 
Ladle?’ | do not know but | am optimistic. 

With the strength gathered thru the legendary Kirk Kerkorian’s 
“Promise”; Near East Foundation’s “They Shall Not Perish” just aired 
on PBS; and the baby steps of the recently conceived Armenian 
American Museum in Glendale, California to give a few examples, 
we seem to be on the right path. 

With a strong and truly democratic Homeland and a new Dias- 
pora taking shape we vow to perpetuate the faith, the language, the 
culture and overcome evil with song and dance, hope and prayer, 
smiles and joy all for the Glory of God who said in Romans 12:19 
“It is mine to avenge; | will repay.” 

Erdogan can dream of an Empire and hold tight to Article 301. 
However, the heirs of the Matriarch of Agin, her son Hussain, Taner 
Akcam and his fellow intellectuals will multiply and prevail. 

God is faithful; He will deliver the ‘Iron Ladle’ 

Thank You! O) 
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si A Desert Rose 


Bear Grylls, the British adventurer and television presenter, once said, "The 
rules of survival never change, whether you're in a desert or an arena." These are words 
that Alik Sarian, Haigazian University freshman and HU’s Future Armenian Leadership 
Fund (FALF) scholarship recipient lives by. Coming straight out of war-torn Aleppo with her 
y family last summer, Alik has emerged on campus with a clear direction and focus. Life and 
hope have emerged from a wilderness. In the words of the prophet, "The desert... shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose." (Isaiah 35:1) But behind her sweet shyness and pleasant demeanor 
is an inner determination and resolution to be her best and to make an impact on society as she 
prepares her future to help those in greatest need. 

Besides being honored on the President's List, Fall 2017, Alik has also become a rising star as 
the starting point guard on the Haigazian University Women's basketball team. Just recently she earned 
her personal best, with twenty-seven points in a 51-28 win against the University of Balamand, topping 

her twenty-three points against LAU (Byblos) only days before. 
But Alik's drive to excel is nothing new. Under constant danger in Aleppo, Alik managed to play 
basketball and take piano lessons while also pursuing her high school career. A stellar student, she represented 
the Karen Jeppe Armenian College well, winning first place in the (All) Syrian Science Olympiad four years 
straight. When the fighting intensified, with daily bombings in her neighborhood, the school moved to the safer, 
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smaller Gulbenkian Middle School, and her studies were never disrupted. With Alik’s diploma and 
her acceptance to Haigazian University in hand, the entire family (father, mother, and younger sister) 
uprooted themselves and moved to Lebanon in August, where years earlier her grandfather had 
wisely invested in property in Jounieh. Though safe and secure, Alik and her family's transition and 
experiences have not been unaccompanied by challenges. Alik has been met with some unfounded 
biases: distrust, prejudice and misinterpreting her to be uneducated because of her Syrian Arabic 
dialect. 

But true to form and undeterred, Alik keeps her eyes on the horizon. She is fascinated by Fy 
science, but is more interested in entering a field where she can help people. That is why she has i» , 
chosen Biology as her major, with the intent to practice medicine. Her favorite professor at Haigazian = 
University is Dr. Nadim Hassoun, who serves as Pre-Med advisor. She is amazed at his experience, 
knowledge and perspective. 

Alik expresses enormous gratitude for the FALF Scholarship as "simply AMAZING!" She realizes 
that with the scholarship, new doors have appeared and her future intentions have a chance for being 
realized. She could have easily received a Merit-based Scholarship or a Scholarship for Syrian students. 
But FALF has extra meaning in the word "Leadership." Supporters of FALF can be rest assured that their 
investment in students like Alik and the 7 other recipients is a strong investment for the future. 


AMAA Centennial Campaign 


The Needs are Great ... But Our Faith is Strong 


Every gift, no matter how large or small, has a direct impact on our projects and programs. That is why our donors 
deserve more than just thanks. You deserve the satisfaction and peace of mind that comes with knowing your gifts are 
being used exactly as you intended and that your generosity is helping to make a significant impact around the world. 
As a part of celebrating the Centennial Capital Campaign, Faithful to Our Legacy, Embracing the Future, the AMAA 
has established several recognition societies to help connect our donors with each other. The listing below reflects all 
outright contributions and pledges designated for a project within the list of Centennial Campaign priorities, beginning 
with all proceeds from the October 8, 2016 Kickoff Celebration in LA, individual meetings and receptions held in different 
locations in the U.S. A total of $4,880,000 has been committed at production time of this issue. 


We welcome the opportunity to meet and garner additional support for this historic Campaign. Stay updated and 
connected and visit www.amaa.org! 
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his year marks the 10th anniversary of the assassination 
of journalist and human rights activist Hrant Dink. In 
honour of the memory of our national hero, the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Australia (AMA-Australia) 
invited his widow Mrs. Rakel Dink to Australia to commemorate 
with them his life and work, and to also highlight the work of the 
Hrant Dink Foundation, which carries on his legacy. 

On Saturday, March 11, Mrs. Dink was welcomed to Sydney 
by the AMA-Australia Board of Directors at an informal gathering 
at the home of Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Krikor Youmshajekian. 

On Sunday, March 12, Mrs. Dink attended the AMAA Sunday 
Service held at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Sydney. During 
the service, she witnessed her faith in Christ, even during the very 
difficult times following her husband’s death. All were encouraged 
by her dependence on God, and her trust in His purpose even when 
we cannot understand why. Rev. Dr. Youmshajekian, President/ 
Executive Director of AMA-Australia, preached from God’s word. 

Following the AMAA Sunday service, the Annual AMAA 
Luncheon was held at Miramare Gardens. The guest of honour 
Mrs. Dink encouraged all in attendance with her heartfelt remarks. 
The guests were entertained with two poetry recitals from Barouyr 
Sevag performed by George Shissoyan and a violin solo ‘Dele 
Yaman’ performed by Garen Boymoushakian. A brief presentation 
was given highlighting the work of the AMAA in general as well 
as the projects completed by AMA-Australia between April 2016 
and March 2017. 

The surprise of the day was an arranged ‘Graduation Ceremony’ 
and presentation of a certificate to Makrouhie Kortian. Mrs. Kortian, 
an active member in the Australian Armenian Community for many 
years, was awarded with a Certificate from Haigazian University for 
completing the two-year Armenian Evangelical Teacher Training 
Program in 1954 that was offered from 1952-1955 prior to the 
establishment of Haigazian University. It is never too late for dreams 
to come true. The event was enjoyed by all who attended. 

While in Sydney, Mrs. Dink also visited both Armenian schools 
—AGBU Alexander School and Hamazkaine Galstaun College. She 
also visited the AGBU & Tarkmanchats Armenian Saturday schools 
to encourage and inspire the Armenian youth. 

On Sunday, March 19, the Hrant Dink Commemoration 
Evening was held at the Chatswood Concourse Theatre. The event 


was organized jointly with the Armenian National Committee 
of Australia (ANCA). The memory of Hrant Dink was honored 
through music, poetry and dance. Mrs. Dink delivered the keynote 
address emphasizing that we should continue to struggle for 
truth and freedom of speech while acknowledging that nothing is 
possible without dependence on the Lord who is our Shepherd and 
our Refuge. The Uniting Church in Australia Assembly General 
Secretary Colleen Geyer delivered the closing remarks and Rev. 
Dr. Youmshajekian closed the evening with a prayer and invited 
the guests to join him in singing the Lord’s Prayer. 

The following day, Mrs. Dink visited the Armenian community 
in Melbourne where the life and work of Hrant Dink was again 
commemorated at a gathering which was well attended and 
organized by the Sahagian Club. She also detailed the continuing 
work of the Hrant Dink Foundation which was established in 2007 
to carry on Hrant’s dreams, his struggle, his language and his heart. 

On Thursday, March 23, a farewell dinner was held for Mrs. 
Dink at the Kirribilli Club which was attended by the AMA-Australia 
Board and members of ANCA. 

AMA-Australia praises the Lord for His many blessings, and 
thanks Mrs. Dink for accepting their invitation to join them in 
commemorating the life of her late husband. Special thanks also 
to ANCA for their support and help in organizing the Hrant Dink 
Commemoration Evening. UO) 


a 
AMA-Australia Board members pictured with Rakel Dink. L to R: 
Apraham Ishkhanian, Asdghig Manougian, Lena Bomoushakian, 
Rakel Dink, Sosi Paproumian, Mark Cholakyan, Avo Soghomonian 
and Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian. 


24 AMAA NEWS, April-May-June 2017 


Church Visitations 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO Visits 
The Armenian Evangelical Community 


of Toronto 


t the invitation of the Armenian Evangelical Church of 

Toronto, Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/ 

CEO, visited the Armenian Evangelical Community of 

Toronto March 17-20 and had three busy days filled 
with meetings and activities organized by the Church. 

On Friday evening, the Church organized a special event 
dedicated to the 10" Anniversary of the assassination of Hrant Dink. 
Church member Hagop Anserlian gave the opening remarks which 
were followed by a Musical Program presented by violinist Daniel 
Temnick who offered two pieces by Johan Sebastian Bach — Violin 
Sonata #1 Siciliano and Presto and Nicolo Paganini—Caprice #10. 

Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church, introduced Mr. Khanjian who spoke about Hrant Dink 
and Camp Armen - The Roots of Dink’s Struggle. After Mezzo- 
Soprano Sona Hovsepyan’s musical offering of Groung and Paree 
Arakeel, the Program ended with the Benediction offered by Rev. 
Megerditchian. Refreshments followed the lecture in the Rev. Dr. 
Movses Janbazian Fellowship Hall of the Church where the guests 
had an opportunity to greet Mr. Khanjian. 

On Saturday morning, Mr. Khanjian met with the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Canada’s Board in the Levon Fermanian 
Library of the Church. The Montreal members of AMAC joined the 
meeting via Skype. 

On Saturday evening, the Church’s Missions Committee 
organized a fundraising Mission Banquet which took place at 
Lara’s Restaurant with 150 guests. Mihran Jizmejian, AMAC 
President, gave the opening remarks and violinist Jonathan 
Garabedian offered three pieces by Aram Khachadourian. Rev. 
Megerditchian introduced Keynote Speaker Mr. Khanjian who, 
with the aid of a video presentation, discussed AMAA’s mission 
worldwide, especially in Armenia. The Banquet ended with Rev. 
Megerditchian’s closing remarks and Benediction. 

The Sunday morning Worship Service was held with more than 
250 in attendance. The theme of Mr. Khanjian’s sermon was “You 
are the Light of the World.” With a video presentation Mr. Khanjian 
also spoke about the ministry of the AMAA. The Sunday School 
of the Church also participated in the Worship Service by singing 
two hymns. On behalf of the Church, Rev. Megerditchian thanked 
Mr. Khanjian for his visit and presented him with a torch thanking 
him and the AMAA for their dedicated ministry to the Armenian 
communities worldwide. 

During the Social Hour, Mr. Khanjian had an opportunity to 
meet with the congregation and the newcomers from Aleppo, Syria 
in the Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian Fellowship Hall. 

It was a blessed weekend not only for the Armenian Evangelical 
Church, but also for the whole Armenian Community of Toronto. 
Those in attendance were very touched by the detailed presentations 
of the AMAA ministries. O 


L to R: Andy Loussararian, Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Zaven 
Khanjian, Abraham Adourian and Sarkis Marandjian. 


Sunday School children of the Toronto Church. 
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AMAA Sunday at the Armenian 
Evangelical Brethren Church 
of Glendale 


- 


Council Members and Trustees L to R: Robert Babken Alajajyan, 
Rev. Dikran Shanlian, Sarkis Ekimyan, Phillip Merzian, David 
Aynejian, Luiza Aynejian, Anait Tiratsuyan, Armine Kzlyan Hov- 
anesyan and Sevag Shanlian. 


n Sunday March 5, the Armenian Evangelical Brethren 
O Church of Glendale, CA observed AMAA Sunday which 

was attended by David Aynejian, AMAA’s Finance 
Director, and his wife Luiza. During the service, Mr. Aynejian gave 
a thorough visual presentation of the ongoing work of the AMAA 
within churches and schools in Armenia and around the world. 
After the Worship Service, everyone gathered in the fellowship 
hall for refreshments and extended time of meeting and discussion 
with Mr. Aynejian. O 


AMAA Sunday at Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical Church in Glendale 


n March 5, Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of the 
Or Missionary Association of America (AMAA), 

visited Holy Trinity Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Glendale, CA to partake in AMAA Sunday. He was accompanied 
by his wife, Sona, his son and two grandchildren. 

During the Worship Service, Mr. Khanjian preached on James 
2: 14-17, 26, stressing the importance of preaching the Gospel and 
caring for those in need, as the fruit of true faith. In his message, 
he referred to many passages from the book of Acts of the Apostles 
to elaborate how faith and work go together hand in hand. This has 
been the goal of the AMAA from its inception in 1918 and continues 
to be to this date. 

After his message, Mr. Khanjian gave a report on the activities 
and services of the AMAA around the world and its plans for the 
AMAA’s Centennial celebration. Mr. Khanjian’s message and report 
were highly appreciated by the Church members and ICFN viewers 


Armenian Cilicia Evangelical 
Church Hosts AMAA Sunday 
Service and Luncheon 


Peter Kougasian, Esq. (front row second from left) and Harout 
Nercessian (front row third from left) pictured with members of 
the Pasadena Church. 


Cilicia Evangelical Church in Pasadena, CA organized its 

AMAA Sunday Luncheon on March 5 and was attended 
by 60 members. Harout Nercessian, AMAA Representative in 
Armenia, and Peter Kougasian, former AMAA Board Member and 
Vice President, attended the Worship Service and Luncheon. Mr. 
Nercessian delivered the English sermon during the Church Service. 
At the Luncheon in Derian Fellowship Hall, Mr. Nercessian also 
presented a video showing AMAA sponsored projects around the 
world. The congregation raised $800.00 to help support the many 
programs of the AMAA. O 


Te Missions and Outreach Committee of the Armenian 


in Glendale, Burbank, Pasadena and other surrounding cities, who could 
watch it a week later on their TVs. O 
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AMAA Missions Luncheon Held at UACC 


By Virginia Abajian, Chair, UACC Missions Committee 


“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations ...” Matt. 28:19 


n March 5, approximately 140 United Armenian 
O Congregational Church worship attendees in Los Angeles 

had the opportunity to learn just how wide and diverse the 
work of the AMAA is in today’s world. 

Dr. Nazarath Darakjian, President of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA), gave a short overview of the 
AMAA’s work and challenges during the worship service, and 
Levon Filian, West Coast AMAA Executive Director, followed up 
at a luncheon after the service. Using a power point presentation, 
Mr. Filian touched on the countries served by the AMAA as well 


i. , Fg 
- ACHES): 
L to R: Rev. & Mrs. Ron and Renee Tovmassian, Virginia Abajian, 
Drs. Nazareth and Ani Darakjian and Dr. Liliana and Levon Filian. 


UACC Missions Luncheon. 


as the diverse programs such as aid to churches, schools, relief aid, 
camps and scholarships. He chose four individuals who have been 
helped by the different programs as examples of how donations 
impact people directly. One example was of two students who 
received scholarship monies and went on to become ministers. 
Another example was of an orphan whose life was given direction 
through the help she received from the AMAA. This young woman 
was present at the luncheon. 

In closing, Mr. Filian made the analogy that one flower does 
not make a garden, but planting one flower at a time results in a 
garden. The AMAA impacts the lives of many, one by one, thereby 
impacting the world. Our donations make it possible for the AMAA 
to continue its mission of “planting flowers” one by one. O 


Chicago Church Hosts AMAA Sunday 


n Sunday, April 23, the Armenian Evangelical Church of Chicago hosted an AMAA Sunday. During the Worship Service, Zaven 
Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, delivered the Armenian sermon. 
Following the service, David Aynejian, AMAA Finance Director, gave a presentation on AMAA’s many activities throughout 


the world. 


The AMAA has a strong connection to the Chicago church which has been the home church to many AMAA Board members over 
the years. Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, current AMAA President, attended the Armenian Evangelical Church. 
The AMAA would like to thank Pastor Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian and members of the Church for their hospitality and for the opportunity 


to meet with the faithful in Chicago. O 


The Armenian Evangelical Church of Chicago. 


David Aynejian gives a presentation on AMAA. 
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AMAA Sundays Observed at the Armenian Evangelical 


Churches in Montreal 


preached during services on March 12 at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Montreal in Laval and on March 

19 at the First Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. 
Following each service, Mr. Nercessian made a presentation 
where he talked about the work of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America and the Armenian Missionary Association 
of Canada and the important work that is being done to support the 
needy in Armenia and Artsakh. He also spoke about the Syrian 
Armenian refugees in Armenia, the town of Askeran where the 
AMAA/AMAC support Kindergartens, Christian Education Centers 
that have been renovated and about the Shogh Centers in Armenia 
and Artsakh and the children who are served in these centers. Mr. 


aa 


lal arout Nercessian, AMAA Armenia Representative, 


BS nmin unpopph wali FORGIVE, 
tihinh Iingnch pean wwqa brid 


Rev. Gearges Dabbo, Pastor of the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Montreal. 


Harout Nercessian (delivering the message) and Rev. Hovhannes 
Svadjian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Laval. 


Nercessian challenged the congregation to consider investing their 
resources on things that have eternal value. 

During the two Sunday worship services, members of the 
congregations pledged to support over 35 children in the AMAA 
Child Sponsorship Program. 

Special thanks to Rev. Hovhannes Sevadjian, Pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church, and to Rev. Georges Dabbo, Pastor of 
the First Armenian Evangelical Church, as well as to Jack Kafesjian, 
Treasurer of AMAC and member of the FAEC, for their support and 
encouragement. O 


AMAA Congratulates Mary A. Papazian, Ph.D. 
30" President of San Jose State University 


its sincerest congratulations to Dr. Mary A. Papazian, who 
was inaugurated as President of San Jose State University 
(SJSU) on Thursday, May 4, 2017. 

Dr. Papazian joined SJSU on July 1, 2016 as its 30" President. 
She has 30 years of experience as a university professor as well as 
an academic and administrative leader. Before joining SJSU, Dr. 
Papazian was President of Southern Connecticut State University 
in New Haven CT, and prior to that was the Provost and Senior 
Vice President for Academic Affairs of Lehman College of the 
City University of New York. She has also served as the Dean of 
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at Montclair State 
University in Montclair, NJ and as Associate Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Oakland University in Rochester, MI. 

Dr. Papazian holds bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees 
in English from the University of California, Los Angeles. She 
is married to Dr. Dennis R. Papazian, founding Director of the 
Armenian Research Center at the University of Michigan, Dearborn, 
MI. They have two daughters, Ani and Marie. Dr. Papazian attended 


T=: Armenian Missionary Association of America extends 


United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles as a youth. 
She is the niece of Ron Altoon, the husband of Judge Alice Altoon, 
AMAA Board Member. 0 
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Armenian Evangelical Church of Moscow 
Celebrates 15 Anniversary 


n May 7, the Armenian Evangelical Church of Moscow 

celebrated its 15th jubilee Anniversary. In addition to 

Church members, many guests from different regions of 
Russia participated in the special Anniversary Worship Service. The 
Church Choir presented a beautiful Anniversary Concert praising 
the Lord for His many blessings. 

The Worship Service was led by Church Pastor Rev. Masis 
Hakobyan. Rev. Hakobyan spoke about how God called him to 
pastoral service and how the Church founders started this church 
and its mission preaching the Gospel to the Armenian Community 
in Moscow. 

The Sunday School children presented special songs and poems 
praising God and bringing joy to all those who were present at this 
festive service. 

Rev. Dr. René Leonian, President of the Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in Eurasia, shared the Word of God and 
congratulated the Church on this anniversary. He said, “The truth 
is that we are the Light of the World and in this world we have a 
special function that we need to perform.” 

Areception followed the Worship Service where guests had time 
for fellowship with each other and to receive special Anniversary 
souvenirs prepared by the Church. 

May God continue to bless the mission of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Moscow to continue their unique service of 
implementing the great commission of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
preach the Gospel. O y 


¥ aa... A 


Rev. Masis Hakobyan and the choir of the Moscow Church. 


4 


L to R: Rev. Dr. René Léonian, Rev. Masis Hakobyan, 
Garbis Topjyan and Arman Badalyan. 
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Syria Update 
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and Summer Camp KCHA 


t’s a great joy and inspiration to see the renovation of the 
Armenian Evangelical Holy Trinity Church in Kessab! 
It was ransacked, burnt and destroyed at the time of the 
invasion in 2014. At that time it was hard to believe that 
Kessab would ever revive again. But God has once more 
been merciful to us and the work of evil has been defeated. 
Even though the Summer Camp KCHAG in Kessab is 
in need of a lot of repair we rejoice to see it in this shape 
after Pastor Jirair Ghazarian, minister of the Church, together 
with Church members cleaned it up. Soon the repairs that 


The sanctuary of Kessab Church under renovation. 


are needed will be finalized and a Family Retreat for the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in Syria after six years of 
interruption will be held once again. Please pray for KCHAG 
that it will again be a place where young people find the 
Lord Jesus Christ and people are renewed in their devotion 


Camp KCHAG in Kessab, Syria. —_ to our Lord. Q 
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Near East 


Pastor Vazrik Safarian's Ordination in Tehran, Iran 


Evangelical Sourp Hovhannes Church of Tehran, Iran. The Sanctuary was 

filled to capacity with members and friends of the area Armenian Evangelical 

Churches, including clergy and representatives from sister Armenian and local churches. 

The ordination service was presided over by Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, President 

of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East (UAECNE). 

Also participating were Rev. Sergei Shavertian, Pastor of Sourp Hovhannes Church, 

Rev. Michel Aghamalian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Shnorhali Church of 

Tehran, and Rev. Selim Sabounji, Pastor of the Assyrian Evangelical Church of Beirut, 
Lebanon and Administrator of the VAECNE Headquarters. 

Areception followed the service, where guests had an opportunity to congratulate 
the new Assistant Pastor. 

Rev. Safarian, a native of Tehran, has been serving the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Tehran as Sunday School teacher, youth leader and preacher since 1995 while 
taking theological courses offered by the Evangelical Churches of Iran from 1995-1999. 
He has also participated in various theological and training seminars. Currently he is the 
Pastor of Emmanuel and St. Peter Evangelical Churches in Tehran, Iran. 0 


O: Thursday, April 6, 2017, Vazrik Safarian was ordained at the Armenian 


The Ordination Service of Rev. Vazrik Safarian. Participants in the service L to R: 
Rev. Selim Sabounji, Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, Rev. Sergei Shavertian and 
Rev. Michel Aghamalian 


Armenian Evangelical Boarding School 
of Anjar Celebrates 70" Anniversary 


Lebanon celebrated its 70th Anniversary with the presence of one of its 
former missionaries Sister Hanna Christenn, who is celebrating her 80th 
birthday this year. 

Sister Hanna, after retiring from her missionary services in the Middle East, 
volunteered to go to Armenia as AMAA's missionary, where she served selflessly until 
recent years, serving the young and the old and setting up soup kitchens in the border 
villages of Armenia. O 


O: Saturday, May 20, the Armenian Evangelical Boarding School of Anjar, 


Voting Eligibility Requirements to Elect New AMAA Board of Directors 
Members As of Current Fiscal Year 


t the March 4, 2017 Armenian Missionary Association of America’s Board of 

Directors Meeting, a resolution was passed to change the voting eligibility 

requirements to elect new AMAA Board of Directors members. The changes 
were effective immediately for the 2016-17 fiscal year. 


Any donor making a cumulative gift of $25 or more, received at the AMAA between 
August 1, 2016 — July 1, 2017, will be eligible to receive a ballot. 


Lifetime membership criteria has also changed from a one-time donation of $1,000 or 
more to a cumulative gift history of $10,000. (Previous Life Members will retain status 
quo and will continue receiving a ballot). 


Meet our Staff at AMAA 


Salpi Ghougasian, Sponsorship/Scholarship 
Department, Administrative Assistant 


ince 2009, Salpi Ghougasian has been with the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America as Administrative Assistant in the Sponsorship/Scholarship 
Department. She assists the Department’s Manager in many aspects and handles 
correspondence for the AMAA’s Child Sponsorship Program and the annual 
Scholarship Program. She also cheerfully answers the phone at the AMAA Headquarters in 
Paramus, NJ and enjoys her daily work with her colleagues. 

Salpi was born in Aleppo, Syria and moved to the United States when she was 19. 
She is married to Asadour Ghougasian, who works in the jewelry business, and together 
they have three daughters, Narine, who is married to Vatche Kevorkian, Lara and Sela. 
She is along-time resident of Emerson, NJ and with her family attends the Armenian Bible 
Church. 

She is very active in her church and has been teaching Ladies Bible Study for several 
years and involved in adult/youth group ministries for almost 10 years. Salpi loves God’s 
word and has enjoyed teaching it. Her favorite Bible verse is “Don’t be afraid, for | am with 
you. Don’t be discouraged, for | am your God. | will strengthen you and help you. | will 
hold you up with my victorious right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) 
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ZwyGnEU Fudhu 


Owmwn Gnunh U'ES 
Onfih UtnwiGtn 


(OGGn. 12. 1-9) 


Utn. Uw kt Epukp Giwi* 


wuyg- UxtiwwnwGwywd Gyantiginy 6GGntwG 17 1p, 

Uvtwyh gning vunnnniwGtnpu Yn YonnnGwiwe 

2hG GuwywnwGh OGGnng ahnphG wks Upnwin 

(tupp* Uspnwfiwd) Yunnigwsd gnfih ubnwGGtnniG 
bi wGhYE Gywds wwmquwuhG ening: 

Upnud Uuuniduk wywunnien yp umwiwy nn papa 
nt hp pGuwGppp MPwunwGkG bybG ni nkwyh RwGwG tnewl: 
UG 75 wwptywi En top wu wwunkpn umwgui: 75 
wmupnkywd vupyn up wy yp vnwok fiuGquuntwi Ynonikyn, 
fluUMwuniiynt Gi hn Yautph weniGn wuywfiny, Upowyuynh 
Up uko wGgpGbhyni vwupG ti n’y ek wtnuinfunityni: 
Upnwd unfuwGwy Uuuniduk fizgn YawGp up jJuGnntyni, 
Ywuuy UGnn duyGhG, Wp nnn. fn fiuGghum tpyhnp nt 
Un fiuuGh PwGwG: UG tnyhnn nuwmwpy sEn, finG YughG 
PuGutwghGtn, nnnGp niGkha ppbGg YnoGwywG ywinniy 
Uawynyen: U.GnGig YnoGpn fipvGwywGonkG YbonnnGwgwud 
En snunnnquwG fulngnidGtpni ening (hGywku wwnwqua 
En uhshG wptibjiwi fiGunwntwG 2winn Un YnoGGtnn.): 
U.GnGg wwomnwuiniGph wnwpywG En Rwfwy-Uunmwpnyn 
wuuniwoGbnp: UGnGp pwndén wbytnn uko quiinwsd 
ubnwiGtpny Yn vwunnigwGEhpG gqnfitn, nnwkugh w2twi 
tb. quptwi = wuumniwottnpn ninnwpykh wkEnp tnwd 
wGdntiGbnp: 

2huw Upnwi pGpghGp Yn quGk wing uko: 
U.Gnn 2enowywinp omwpn En ek’ w2fuwpfiugnuwywGonkG 
ti so yek’) — YnoGwywG mo pwpnywywG — fwingnidGtnnu: 
Uwtugi Usuunnnidny fuoupp Yn yhok fitwwppppwyw 
UwGnpwdwuGniyepG up. Uppuwd PuGwnt tayppn fiuuGbyny, 
wnwohG mtn Sknno fiuvwn yp ehGk utnwG up (OG. 12.7): 
{wf Up tphiwyugkGp, unuiom RuGwiwghGtn Yy’wnyeGwG 
m. Yn qwnnGkG Gyn ubnwG vp, puyg vey wumptpniyeiiny’ 
Gnippniwd tpypGph tr Gpynh wpwnhys vpwy Uuunnidnh: 
Upnuth fiumwiunpn niphe En: UGnn ubtnwin juGnnwiph 
ubinwG sEn nnpwG nn yuh tit mjumh Gawh up, nn hn 
ubpniinGkpny whunh onfiGnipG tayph pnynn dnynndnipynGtnn: 
Ouwn tpyph vE9 nt winn YnoGwywG nt pwpnywywi uywn- 
GuyhpGtnni nhvwg, wonn ubnwGn Yn nunGuy fingbinn uwyw- 


nugpiniemG tin 
uinipbwuG yadupwi: 


Uuunniwowyw- 


Uuunntwd fiumwuwnpd yp uGuy 
fn JunuunnwhG: Upnwh upniws funu- 
unin Yn Gnpngnif = fiuqupwinn 
wunhGtp twp, tnp Uuumniiny nmnhi* 
SkEn 8humu Lnphuunu Yn quy ti Uu- 
umdny «Qnfip UtnwG»n Yn eghGk nund- 
tw, omwn tpyph up uks* 2nnyvkwgh- 
Gtpnit YnnukE népwaqnpdttpni wpwdunpniwes pininh Up ynuy, 
«npyEugh wikG ny np wnn fiumwiunwy, synnunih fiuyw yu 
ipunbGuywG YawGp niGiGuy» (8nyfi. 3.16): Uydu Aphpuunu 
E utn «Qnfip UbnwG»p m vbn fingtinn uywnwughGnyehiGp: 

Apwku 2uyge Urtwupwiwywdi Gytntkgh ti whnn 
fuuuuwphd quiwyGtpn, pwn Rphuwmnuh vwnvhGha 
wipudwG uky uvwuGhyn, vin Yiwoiph qnniehiGn ti 
hUwuup qnwd GGp Aphumnnuh whdéhG tb. wGnn 2Gnnfiusds 
upynietbwG unpdwnniptiwh uvko: U’wwnhGp Gbhpyw 
jurpunitwuyuinietbwd wndEpGtnny ni utp fingkinn 
ninnnyehiGn Yn quGtiGp «Qnfih UtnwGiGtp»nt vom: 171 
mupniwG ubn ponniG wwuiunitiwi pGwgphl, uyuws 
wywunuiwyud vin finntnkG mt fiwuGtyny upGst: UhonG 
Usptibyp nt w2fuwpfiugnh. wukGninkp, wikG vey puywumtup, 
witnwfwGnietud, wpunnh Go Yul ybinwhwunwundwi ni 
fiuntiupwn «omwn tplnh» vE9 quiGnikiny* vag Ywgnn tr 
wnwotnnnny U.uunnidny ypwy niGkgwod utp fiuiwuumpnp, jnjup 
ti fiudngnitp viq Unwds — «Qnfip UtnwiGtp» Ywnnigkjnt 
nt Uuunniwowwywe2uinietwG funnwip yun wuwfibjni: 

Uyuon® 2uqy UitwwupwiwywG ppwlwinietiwi uk 
GybntghGtn, 2uy Urtwupwoywhwi CoyipwygniehiGitn, 
euyyugqhwG cwdwywpwl, Ynewywi fimumwuniyepi.iGtp 
Un 2gupniGwykG vGw, «Qnfip UbywGGtn»p, vugqh 2Gnpfitjnt 
fngtinn = ninnnie MG, Urtbuwnwih $ jnyuny ubpniGnGbn 
Yunwntin. = =fipvGwpwn bt. wnGg vumnfuwlghjn 
«UbnwGGtp»p wGGyniG wwhtin vwpwwfputp: O 


uni 


*dtn. UwsE Eputpétwu hnuhcu & Eddwunce; 2wy UWeGunw- 
nuuwywu GytnGghh, SunLup, Pwyhdnnupw 
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Suntanntehcu 
Su UtGunwpwluuw dul FoypE, 4updwnwuh 
Sniraz2wuwumnGuuh CunnhwuneEu 


wpuye, 18 Uwntn 2017-h GnGynjGuu dwup 7:00- 
hu Awy UWeENnwnpwuwywu P&E, Uuipdwnwuh 
«Uhwnpnu CpnwéGwu» unwhEu UGpUu minh 
nLuGguut Untphny Aw) UWLGinwpwuw wu Unyew uu 
funnhnepnhu hnwwwpwyws «Suptqnnteplu Aw) 
UtGuwwnwuu4yuu P&E, Awpdwpwuh» jntawuwunGwunu 
gunnhuunEun* hné puqunLeGuwu UGnYuynLetuwu: 

OwcLwyn_u, YuaLGpwaqnwywu Ge jpLuwuywnuGnny 
huwipntuw gGnwunpry wyu huwunnnp, PFulpwgnnteGuup 3wynp 
Qnjwptuwun, UnLApnitws6 En Awyng SGnwuujwunteGwu 
100-wutGwyhu: 

CunnhwunEup huunhuwudwn Lntupu 
Uwwétwu-2h; UpozGuu wunnwnunuwynd 
huwunnnh AnwunwipwYnLeGuU Uw fuuuuywun- 
nuwuuNw wu w2fuuMWUpUEANLU puUWL, 
nn hwLwpn_w6é Gup Nwnphub’n wnwg 
wnGuhiph up nLtnGennntetwup uypge 
wnwo6 6nwaghnh pnwywuuwgntupu wnews 
nepwfuntehtup wuynttn_: Uww Latg 
reE, «Untphny Awy ULGunwnwuuwywu Aw- 
Uwyuph AwuuwyupwuytGun 4Gpwuywuincbip 
3uunnyehLu UG|hUGWU UouwinnwwyEu pwe- 
Pnnn nwn nupngh wwudnLeGwu htw 
winGnpunc&ing wuEu gwup fh gqnnd nnuwe 
UuwuuntinL Yuundupwup hwugqnntwuwyhu 
ounjwyunLUAuU* UwfuwynewpwuEuU Uhpuu- 
Yung wuyw Gnaynnnpnwuywu: Unju qunu- © - 
unwinp Auuwyupuyhu Gnnndpu YnnuE pG&puwuyEu nngncunc&|E 
GL punnLUnLo|E Ginp, uyhge wnhu wydUnL nunngw2Euphu 
Unuwy jupywewdhu YwnnrgGint 2huwnwnwywu w2fuw- 
unwuputnn: Awy UWeEunwpwuuywu PoE, Gaynnpnuwywu 
Uwndwnwup wuphuGn zwnntuwy pn Ynrwywu onpw- 
ahnuGpnd, wanhwywu gncusnd GL pnhuumnuEwywu 
huwiLuinpny uwnughutg hwy wawyGninp, nnuEugh wu 
swhuyhnp nunuwy hpGu YuuMUhnLws hunntuwn wLlwunhl»: 

bnnwunpy huunnp pupuumhu nény UGpAywywgnLg 
qannn, Ynrew yuu Uawy, huywqhuiwywu hhduwpyp nwuw- 
fuou L&Lnu GuinnjGuu, nn hwuqwuwuonEU wunnwnun- 
6wL ahpph pndwunwynteGuu, nnntu punucEgEu* Ptyek; 
Uwndwnwup hhduwnnnteGwu jGu-gGnwuwwun_tetwu 
gnewuEU UpusGe UGnywy dwUwuwyutnn, wunn wnwpt- 
InLeGuuu, 2AgwWLWpAW UGpNLUNnUGEnnLU, NUonEUUGnn LU: 4p 
wnubiny Uwndwnwuhu nGpp huyEujwhwy yYGuwuprtu utnu, 
CunnjGuu Aw; ULGuiwnwuwywu PopeE, Gaypannnwywu 
Uwndwnwup huudwptg tnLuwenp YEw Up hwy hwuwyuph 


YGuupEU UEnu* UuunyeGind nn wu Uh2u gnnquy GL uwuyS6uunWgUE 
Unnuwhuwu uUGpnLUnUEpnLU UpuMpu nL hnghu: 

QtnwnntGumwywu jwynwgnEu uGng wwumnwnh 
Unwy UGnyYwywgnLGgwu Yuwndwnwup huyGnFuwLwun 
ntuntgsnehhutn Shpnchh Uwnquiptul-YwnwwyGutwup 
GL fehrpwn Inpnuwo6Gwu-NwihngGwuh YnnuE hGnawywy 
npnLeGuup wnuwuwunL_w6 gunnhwennwwu fuouptnn: 

ULtwpwpu fuoup whut Aw) ULGNupwuWwywu 
Auuuyuph AwuwyupwuytGun 4Gnuuyweiunncbi}h Swnnteh_u 
Ut|huUGwu, nn Uwfy gunnphwywyinLehLu jwynuGg L&Ltnu 
GunnjyGuupu* ahnph hudwwywnphwy 
uUGnyYWywgntUpu hwUuwn, AusujEU 
UWwEL jnLawUwuntwup jwuduufunLtuph 
pninn wunwuuGnn_u, u2bind nn ghnpp 
Injunu GYwe huLtwpwywu powfuunhn 
w2fuuunuwuph gunnhh_, huy jwuduufuntu- 
eh wunwuuGpp uEy wn JEY wygtitghu 
huuwyuph wyu quitwyuGnpnLu wncLutnnp, 
npnup wnGnGyntehuutn, jpLuwuywnutn 
Ywu nnGLlE dweGpwanwywu iwumuw- 
renenye NLUEHU UWnpdwnpwupAu wnusninn, 
nnuygEugh hnwiunwpwyntehtup wuennew- 
Yuu pyjwy: AG nweuywunnceipu Gqnuiupwyb- 
Y&iny Uwfu hn Gnwfunwaghtnnyehcun juyun- 
— @ Uubg Udtnphywjh Aw; UtGunupwuswywu 
1 Cuubnwygntetbwu qnnd6wnhn wuoncu 
= Quweeu tuwuéGwupnu* fn UufL_ewewnn- 
juywu woewygntetwu GL pwowyGnwuphu hwuun, 
www UEgptntg AwyyuqGwu hwuwyuwnwuh Auyywywu 
Uubhtnph ALunLUUWwupnntetuu YGnnnup Fnyw. Wunnwupy 
SuqEuGwuh Unnwunhyy jntazwluwuGwunu wnhyeny qgnw6 
hEunGeew, Yywyntehtunp. «4wrGEnwunnGnGuwuqnwywu 
Punjpeh nLgzwanw_L, POwfuunhn GL GnwlfuMwawwn 
hG&unwqoun_ehLu Up, nn uygqeuwnehen Ya hwunhuwuuy 
Uhepu UnsGebyph Ge punhwunwuyEu Uuiphinph huyy nuynnghu 
wwunUwhwhGlwunw wu YGn[nLonLyeGuu»: 

UjyUnchGmnGe 4AGpwuywunetGipu hnwtp~ntg 33 
AujEuh qifuwtnn hhtuywuinup, Untnhny funnhpnunpwup 
GnGuunnfuwup, untppwhwy YuquuyGnuntehtuuGpne 
UGnYywywgneghsutnp, LGtnu GunnjGuwuu ne Uwndwnwuhp 
unuonEunLhh NEeh AnwéGuup* UAwuuwewn Ywuiwnpbynt 
wiLuuUnWwywu ghuGdoup wnwnnnntepcun: 

Untphny 2wy UWeGunwpwuwywu Awuwyuph AwUduwyju- 
wpwwGu 4GnpwuywunL_bip SwnntehLu Ub|puGwuh 
uunorepny 2guUnnhwuUnEUA Ap WLpWNpu hwuwe: 

Quwuéwuwn Cupuyewyeényje - 4uwyEuy 
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nNLwd antral Uwpnp bt winnp 

hautniptwt nw npwi punrpehrtt nt winp 
9 quuniny wilt his: 

Yhpu nt whinp ypuy qutniny gpwpdnrt Yuu 

bowpd wut Eni: 

Ondt ni winp uby wuypnn wukt pnyu bt 

wuwun.u: 


Uwpp _ bE ypypt: 

Upnwp Cap hoy dwpnt wy whuwhlwt ywytypp 
niukuwp pupngfutkynr wt hus np Umbtndhyp 
wwpgkrtg pnnpht: 

Gi qnigk wy Yuyjkypp Uuunniwdwyht 
wpnwpniptwt wihwiwuwp yypnnyd, s9fwppun 
E pnynppt hwuwnp: 

Pugh hwynvt hudwuywpihwl uUpwmpcu: 

Pugh hwynvt hurwpwlwt jhannnipbukt: 
Pugh hwynit puugwywt Gupwghuwygnip tutu: 
Nip Ywywpl swupniptwup unre wypniwtkp 
sn ywunyt Y pubt hwy wihunnp: 

Uyjppybwt ubt «wtiwuyphyp opniwy Up 
jbgwunwyp: 

Ubwtph hu > hiqtuup: 

Funrptiwt gnngnnn Th on up: 

Gpp wpkrh dwnwquypttpp yp hwulpniptu 
wnwLomtiwt gonkt jnqwutp wows, punipiwt 
ophtniphrtuttpny jnh uppwqutt hnyp: 

Cpp wptrh enn tpp yp gtplwgutt uwpy bwyh 
hnght: 


Cpp quptut Ywtsht whuwyny yp tppht 
tnpwsdht Ynyntttpp: 

Gpp wuuby nt uyhinwl phptnupytutp, wqwin yp 
Swfup tt wuEunipep: 

dking whwh quik unph wyu yynruip: 

dips whup quik wypnwbttpn wu 
juwsbyniehrun: 

Utywpbtyp sb wtgni9u: 

Gi hung Ynt inwy wult np: 

Gupdk wyuyy Eu swpntiwy ky: 

G pp wpuh pnpunhbp pip: 

G pp ypuh dtppmquinnthup 
ptptuyuindniul: 

Auvwtp npuws bu qhuwhg Unnugniptut: 
Aippyttp tbrpeh bupwlwynrpetwt: 

ULY Ybwtp niuptp wuypkyn1, pu E dwmtky 
quiyt «Gnunnjh uyjwuniuny» 

Gi uwyuwiht niphottp gnhnitwl, jnsniwsd yn 
huuwpkt huipgp: 

Uwyuwyt 

Upnwpniphubt wiypatyp te whuwywiph, 
Junpwtwyh puthupt E vip dwhwuht: 
Ujuop, qnigk wntikyjhp sn-tuptp: 

Ns hul Uknwtsniu Up pwiph: 

Ns hu huvwuywpihwy Awtusnid br 

ju ywpunipeptu: 

Ujuop wynuy sntuptp nw ywiht 

Pusthnjp, 

Cuypynid syw yj 

Uwhuitig sy 4] 

Up uuyjwubtp......... 


Quikt wtdétwu 
Uwphy 24, 2011 
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Children @ $70 each for overnight camps 


I will help children 
in Armenia & Karabagh 
attend summer camps! 


a time when everyone kicks back and 
looks forward to relaxing, enjoying 
sun-filled days and participating in 
fun activities. 

The same holds true for our precious 
children in Armenia as they get ready for 
their first day at one of the AMAA's spon- 
sored camps in Hankavan, Armenia and 
Shushi, Artsakh as well as the 46 day 
camps in surrounding areas. 

Each summer, the AMAA provides 
thousands of our precious children a 
camp experience where they can escape 
from their impoverished daily routines for 
a little while and be exposed to a won- 


Enclosed is my donation of $ 


_State:_____ Zip: 


‘far = 


derful program that fosters self-esteem, 
builds self-confidence, offers fun and ed- 
ucational activities and most importantly, 
lets them hear the Word of God. 

Through the kindness and gener- 
osity of our donors, the AMAA operates 
two overnight camps, one in Hankavan 
and one in Shushi, as well as over 40 
day camps in other areas of the Home- 
land. Thanks to the many donations we 
receive, the children attend the camps 
free of charge. 

Please help us give our children some 
much needed fun again this summer and 
support the AMAA Camp Program. 


for: 


Children @ $40 each for day camps 


E-mail 


Please make your tax deductible donations to AMAA earmarked for Armenia Summer Camps and mail to 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. 
To make a contribution with a credit/debit card, please call AMAA at 201.265.2607 or visit AMAA’s website: www.amaa.org 


Bookstore 


BOOKS 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
future: PD F#CO855 wccsist eetseietevariteddahteneeeetiedeniness $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian culture. pb #252 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS EXTREM- 
ism: The Growing Influence of Fundamentalism in Armenian 
Evangelical Churches. by Dr. Arthur Salibian. pb #3611 ......... $8.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles. 249 pp, PD #341 ........eccecccececeeeeeeeeeetteeeeeeeeees $15.00 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WoRLD COUNCIL, by Rev. 
Dr. Vahan Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 1978 
through the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356 ................ $35.00 


ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EMBROIDERY, by Alice Odian Kas- 
parian, A photographic collection of more than 100 priceless 
specimens (a third in color), 127 pp, hc #120 


THE BENEFITS & CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN EVAN- 
GELICAL CHURCH TO THE ARMENIAN NATION, by Rev. Dr. Vahan 
TOOtKIAN,. ACH295... sciecssavetcctescvcsacaivessssataararvesveavedaachoniatbareas $20.00 


BLESSINGS IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. A 
triumphant story of a small clan of successful working class Arme- 
nians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. hc #305 ......$20.00 


A BRIEF History OF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 
PID, DD AVA Oye craceissecavceucevaverasexeusnacovaveresusesssacbvaverseezegteantn $5.00 


CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook, 354 pp, NC #237 ..........ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $25.00 


DAYS OF TRAGEDY IN ARMENIA, by Henry H. Riggs. An Ameri- 
can Missionary born in Ottoman Empire gives a first hand ac- 
count of events in Kharbert during the Genocide. 220 pp, pb 


ESCAPE TO MUSA DAGH OR THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND 
SuEDIA’s REVOLT, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb #259....$7.00 


THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
Locy, By Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C....... $20.00 


MusA DAGH GIRL Daughter of Armenian Genocide Survivors, 
the author tells of her loving upbringing against a dark historical 
background. 548 pp, #501CO 


IN OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 
Selected SErMONS. #310 .......:ccceeeeeceeeeeeeeteeeeeteeeeteeneeeees $20.00 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime of 
Christian service. #346 


THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EmPIRE 1915-1916, By Viscount Bryce. Documents 
presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. NC #146 .....cccccccccccccccssecsscesecsssecseseseeessees $23.00 


We WALKED, THEN WE Ran, by Alice Muggerditchian 
Shipley. The courageous story of a nine-year old girl as she 
and her family fled Armenia during the Turkish atrocities. pb 


£U36PRU &PPreEP 


Uyu SniGp #n*iyy & ek bdu - 2bnhGwy* QuckG rowGé6iuG 
= NifunugGwgnieh.G nkyhp UptriubwuG SwuywunwG, Up- 
thypw te GnunwGnGniynypu - 2bnpGwypG opwgqpniebuG 
KoGpkG winGniwd = 4352... ccecccseccneeeeeeeeeeeees $35.00 
U.ppeGgnip Utpupnhy G@uGningn UnwoGnpnp - &tnhGul* 
UhfipwG GhqdkétuG - UsnwgGnpn Yul — niunighy 
wwunpwuunkini nwupGwgp - #323 ............c ee $1 
2uyky U.nwohG GuywnwG - 26nhGwy’ QuikG tewG6tuG - 
UwGyniepiG niGkgny wmjn dp ynizkpp - #351....... $25.00 


Uhpny OpkGpn - SwuGwpwGtwy QwunnippwGGbpp Ge SEpni- 
GuywG Unoppn - 2tnhGul) dtp. vow QuquybwG ti. dtp. 


nyu. Ohyepn Snnpu6p - #330... eee cee eeeeeeee eres $5.00 
nun QuuwuGbywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SniG %wpéhp Quudni- 
plG up - 2tnpGul 2pwGn UpqkibwG - #329.............. $20.00 


UppwGEu BAG. GqGuybwG be GnoGurpnfunyehiGp Pupbyup- 
qnyefiG sk - 2tnhGuy GaniwGn PwuniGh - #331.....$20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES -U.USNhUoUCARv26Pe 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....625.00 
pb white - large #503 
Leather bound black - large #504..........:eeeeeeeeeeeeees $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc black - #506 


#507 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


# (s) For a total of $ plus 
$ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 
Tel: 
Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org/bookstore 
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Featured Books 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 
An Armenian Cookbook in 
a Dialect of its Own 

= | by Alberta, Anna and 

| Louisa Magzanian 


<— Y 


Te Item #364CO - Price: $19.50 


IAN |The Armenian Genocide 
GENOCID Evidence from the German 
—— = Foreign Office Archives, 
aS 1915-1916 
' Compiled and edited by 


Wolfgang Gust 


¥ | |tem # 349 - Price: $75.00 


Academies for Anatolia 

A Study of the Rationale, 
Program, and Impact of 

| the Educational Institutions 
Sponsored by the American 
Board in Turkey, 1830-2005 
} by Frank A. Stone 

Item #325 - Price $39.99 


Exploring Our Faith: 

In the Words of the 

“| Apostles’ Creed 

By Rev. Dr. Peter 

| Doghranji 

Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 


A Century of Armenian 
Protestantism 1846-1946 
(Second Printing) 

The author recounts the 
istory of the Armenian 
Evangelical movement 
from its beginning to 1946. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item #365 - Price: $20.00 


Undwuwuutnne Unun_ugn 
Whisper of the Roots 
Surviving Armenian 
Evangelical sanctuaries 
and buildings educational 

‘ institution in Historical 

_ Armenia and Cilicia 

by Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian 
Item # 363CO - Price: $20.00 


I Shall Not Die 

A Tribute to the 
Faithfulness of God. The 

| personal accounts of Rev. 
Sarian’s survival story during 
the Armenian Genocide 

By Rev. Nerses Sarian 
Edited by Eric W. Gosden 
Item # 347 - Price: $12.00 


I SHALL 
NOT DIE 


The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: A Story of the 
Remnants' Homecoming. 
By Hrant Guzelian 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item #366 - Price: $30:00 


Reclaiming Konia 

A tale of love, loss and the 
Armenian Genocide — based 
on the true story of Melkon 
Jenanyan. 

By Heather Ruth Martin 
Item # 376CO - Price: $14.99 


The Thirsty Enemy 

-A Memoir 

Dr. Markarian’s (founding 
President of Haigazian 
University) and his wife’s ad- 
venturous living in Lebanon 
during the Civil War Years. 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Item # 335 - Price: $15.00 


The Hymnal (Hokevor 
Yerkaran) 

Znqtinp Gaqupwt 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


Received With Thanks CGnpfiiwywynietudp Unuwgniws 


3unotth Shwn QurkG wwGétw, 


2wénpny Yupnwgh «Ainh2 Gy 2Zyuy» funnwanny yonniwon Qwy UrbuwpwGswywGh wu mwnniwG wnwohG 


GnwudubuyhG dE9: 


Un 2eGnpfuinntd éGp wnnns vunwoniWGtpp ebywnpniwds 2wywumwGh quihp Gan Yunwiywpnietw pywG wanwn 
Ge fiumwuwp Yppwnyntip pninn pwnwpwghGinnil: 
2nG Y’putu’ 2uynpbGhph finnhG Upwy quiGninn wikGwyewGywohG fupuumniehiGp Gpyph pwnwpwghG k: Cwm 


Ghon: 


GQunnwgh Gut. 2tbpnu Gwhiwmwy 2pwGn SpGoh Gyyep mpniwsd Lnu UG6bnup dks’ 5 Unybuptn 2006-nG, fn 
YEGuwapniehiGn Gr yywyntehiGGtGpp: Gupdk wwhty vbpnjheatwy Gpynt pwGyuqhG qnpniyehiGGbpp wuywow Gnn 


uGpniGnha: 


Uhpny* 


LoinG UEnGwGtwG 
NbnGe, UEuEyntukg - Uwnhy 7, 2017 
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Obituaries 


Ara Shiragian 

Ara A. Shiragian 
of Warwick, RI passed 
away at Scalabrini Villa 
on March 19, 2017. He 
was 95. 

Ara was born in 
Aleppo, Syria in 1921 
to the Reverend Aharon 
and Aroosiag Shirajian 
who ran an orphanage for child survivors 
of the Armenian Genocide. Ara excelled in 
math, chemistry and physics and was fluent 
in English, Armenian, French and Arabic. He 
attended the American University of Beirut 
where he earned a degree in Chemistry, after 
which he, his mother and sister emigrated to 
the United States. 

In the U.S., Ara met Arpie Kaloustian who 
grew up in Athens, Greece and was studying at 
Northwestern University. They were married 
in 1957, moved to Rhode Island, and were 
blessed with the arrival of daughters Grace 
and Joy. Meanwhile, Ara earned a Master’s 
degree in Chemistry at Brown University. 

Ara was a family man who adored his 
mother, sisters, wife and daughters. He en- 
tertained friends and family with humorous 
antics, often bursting into song from one of his 
favorite operas or showing up for Christmas 
parties as Mrs. Santa Claus. 

He was also committed to his community 
as member of the Board of the Armenian Mar- 
tyr’s Committee which erected amonument to 
the Armenian Genocide at Providence’s North 
Burial Ground. He served for years as Deacon 
of the Armenian Congregational Church in 
Providence and as a Sunday school teacher and 
youth group leader. He was fondly referred 
to as “Uncle Ara” by his young charges, some 
of whom he tutored in chemistry, physics and 
math. 

Ara worked for 39 years at CAL Chemi- 
cal in Coventry, RI, which provided him 
with a second family. He retired at age 90 as 
Alzheimer’s began to set in and he eventually 
joined his mother in heaven. 

He leaves behind his wife Arpie, daugh- 
ters Grace Shiragian of Alexandria, VA and 
Joy Shiragian of Oakland, CA, grandchildren 
Alexander Ara Beckner and Charlotte Grace 
Beckner of Oakland, CA, sister Aranoosh 
Vivien Yeretsian of Cranston, nieces Rita 
Marcotte of Cranston and Mary Yakoubian of 
Hoboken, NJ, and nephews Peter Yeretsian of 
Cranston and Dan Yakoubian of San Diego, 
CA. 

Funeral services were held on March 25 at 
the Armenian Evangelical Church in Cranston, 
followed by burial at Swan Point Cemetery in 
Providence. Donations may be made in his 
memory to AMAA's Syria Relief Fund. 0 


Rev. Mihran Torosyan 

In the 80th year - 
of his earthly life, Rev. 
Mihran Levonovich To- 
rosyan, the oldest cler- 
gyman of the Abkhazian 
Evangelical Brother- 
hood Church, passed 
away on January 28, 
2017. 

Mihran Torosyan was a in Tsebelda, 
near Sokhumi, on July 1, 1937. In 1890, 
his grandfather, with his family, fled from 
Turkey from Armenian Genocide. Abkhazian 
hospitably received refugees and gave shelter 
in the village Tsebelda Gulprypshskogo area, 
which became the native land of Torosyans’ 
family. Mihran attended the Armenian School 
of the village and during his teenage years 
learned to love God and to trust Christ for 
salvation and committed his life to the Lord. 
He joined the local Armenian Evangelical 
Church at an early age in the 1960s when several 
groups of Armenian Evangelicals in Sokhumi 
got together for prayer meetings and worship 
services. These groups merged and formed 
the local Armenian Evangelical congregation. 
In 1968, he married Keghetsig and they were 
blessed with a son and a daughter. 

Rev. Torosyan became the Pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Abkhazia 
in 1985. Soon after the collapse of the Soviet 


Regimes, Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian, then 
the Executive Director of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA), 
became aware of this church through foreign 
missionaries. The only need that Pastor 
Torosyan had asked for from the AMAA at the 
time was a bicycle for him to do evangelism in 
numerous Armenian villages in Abkhazia. Rev. 
Dr. René Leonian, then the Representative of 
the AMAA in Armenia, personally visited the 
Church in Abkhazia and delivered the needed 
funds to purchase Rev. Torosyan’s bicycle. 
Rev. Janbazian continued to contact the church 
and supported it by sending Bibles and spiritual 
literature. The AMAA also supported needy 
families of the area. 

Rev. Torosyan was ordained into Christian 
Ministry in 2001, officiated by Rev. Leonian, 
President of the Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in Eurasia, with the 
participation of Rev. Sasun Karakhanian from 
Sochi as well as two other local pastors. 

Rev. Torosyan was a dedicated man for 
his family, his Armenian nation and his church, 
following the great commission of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to preach the Good News to all 
creatures. He had a big heart, kindness, skills 
and honesty, enthusiasm and the spiritual 
insight of a man of God. 

He is survived by his wife, Keghetsig, his 
daughter and son, four grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. O 


The AMAA Board of Directors and the staff wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the following deceased friends. 


Anna Marie Benlian 
Havertown, PA 


"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," 


George Magzanian 
Fair Lawn, NJ 


* Alice Nahigian 
Waltham, MA 


says 


the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow 
them." Revelation 14:13 (NIV) 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 
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